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I^OK some months past I have been 

o 

anxiously expecting his Majesty's com¬ 
mand, signified from tfiat fountai? 2 - 
honor and generosity the Prince Rc- 
uent, "to till some important and lucra¬ 
tive official appointment, *by way 6f 
:ecompciice for the piece of historio- 
grapJiic loyalty which I sent forth to 
the world iiV the last year under the 
tkle of A MONTH iN^Tow^i." Every 


time/tny street door haSvbecn assailed 
by a fashionable rap — Zounds/' ^ 
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EIGHTEEN HUNDRED 

have exclaimed—Mercury is at last 
come to conduct me to the paradise-oi 
jpower!” Judge then, on, niost consi¬ 
derate reader, how disappoiiTted and 
chap-faljen looked fhe flatterer of kings, 
and emperors^ and regents, and sucli 
like lustres of tWs terrestrial globe, 
when the maid servant (for man servant 
hath he none, save a halt-starved boy to 
clean his boots and shoes) hath deli¬ 
vered to him, perchanct^, a letter from 
some duke or lorrl spiritual or temporal, 
couched in something like the followine 
concise but complimentary anomaly of 
language.—‘‘ The Duke of-V corn¬ 

's plimeiits to ^Jr. Dedgehog, thinks his 
“ expectations of an important post 
perfectly reasonable ; but conceives it 
very unfikelv that they w.ill be realized 
until he can persuade the disposers of 
pliKos and pensions that his well meant* 
praise is not sdtlrc in tnasg^/eracle.** 
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:| 

At the close of a day of more than 
• 0 

ordinary solicitude, T had abso- 

lutcly fatigued myself with Jiope, I sal 
down to my w ntf/iig-tabie, fully deter¬ 
mined to address an elaborate opistle to 
the highest (jiiartej*, setting forth the 
advantages which must result from the 
appointment of a court historiographer 

»s well as a poet-laureat, and enumer- 

# 

ating my own claims and ments ; but 
aijs, after commenrmg and rccommen* 
(una my letter, some fiv^c or six times, 
an intelh'ctual h'tbargy suddenly over- 
vvlichjied me, my head fell upon my desk, 
and fancy exerted her utmost power |o 
compensate for the actual * disappoint- 
fnen^ of the day. 

' Methought I w'as still sitting at my 
desk, when a handsome*chariot stopped 
at. my door, and in a-few moments, ^ 
certgin illuF^trious colonel was intro.* 

n 9 
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duccd to me. I had never seen the 
^rrnt iDJin befere, c'liriosity tlurcrorc 
very naturwlly, for a monKait, I lie 
better ot g<H)d br^H'ctitig, and I oeeuj icd 
myself for some seroiids in taking a 
survey of the person of (^110 ol’ so rimch 
political importance. He was^ }iot six 
feet in heighl ; he had not tlie most fas¬ 
cinating countmiance in the world ; liis 
ey(‘S were not i’ull of firi^ ; his nose was 
7iot acjuiiine ; his hair was not aubui'fii ; 
but fancy, which is at best a verv ca- 
pvieions elf, jiaiuled liiin exactly the 
reverse of all lh(‘se, maki 5 i<^ him ^/ho is 


iu (ruth a pcrfc'ct Adonis, and a man who 
carries the love of mankind,, avc, and 
womankind too, by storm, a most j«ui)y, 
disfig'nre(h and ill-featurc(l mortal, with¬ 
out an ornament of grace. Methoiiglit, 
gentle reader, the great man cortde- 
seendingly addressed himself to me, 
stating that the pink of prii.ces had.heeri 
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touched by my merits, and had resolved 
to siiatch rne IVoin a situation of clu er- 
loss depoiidoucc' to one of !i(>;iOui*ab!^ 
afHuchce as a rovvrjrd for my Vidolity and 
loyalty. He then desh*od me U> aocenu- 
})any him to his carriag'c, tor tlnit ho 
was authorized f’ortliwilii to (* 0 :ivi*v me 
to tlu^ palace of his master, the hemi- 
spiicre of royalty. 


Trcm!>!ing‘ withjo\ and ^■stoni^llln(mt, 
I enti red the splendnl vc!hi(-‘le, and was 
speedily conveyed to •the clysiniv. .?i' 
greatness; and here iny eyes and my 
iinagniation were so completely dai^zled 
by tiie glare of splendour which bu?st 
4jpon me* tliat, for a spac’e, 1 was unable 
(o (fl)S(“rvc with accuracy the scene 

• " m 

.wi'di whicli f was surrounded. Com¬ 
posure, however, soon j^eturned, and I 
'mentally ejaculated, Can the nation 
bo poor, which yields and supports sucR, 
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a ma^-nificent estublisliment —lleasori 
gently whispered — “ The apoplexy 
tvhich fills the head is far froii) coinnui- 
riicating nourishment, to the members.” 
1 stood «onvincetl, and shook mv head 
in silent anguish. 

A door was thrown suddenly open, 
and my guide introduced me to his 
master, who lolled on a sofa, between 
two females whose bulk closely approx¬ 
imated to his own. Scarcely was niy 
announced than the silver tones of 
the mighty viceroy exclaimed, Draw 
near me, Jfedgehog, for it is my ^lea- 
sifre to converse with thee.’" 

1 obeyed, bowing to the very ground 
at every step, and stammrering out an 
incoherent acknowledgment of the ho¬ 
nourable distinction conferred upon me^ 
’.Vhen his highness suddenly interrupting 



AND FIFTEEN. 


7 


me exclaimed—>“ Humphrey, they tell 

rile your last was a good thing, pretty 

. complimontary to my taste and inveif- 

tioiJ. Eh, lluinpbtey 
• • 

Your highness docs me infinite 

• • 

honor,”.quoth I, bBvving again ;—“ but 
no vvord^s which are within my reach 
jfre adequate lo the correct description 
of tliat ta^ite which* has electrified the 
state.” And then, with much diffidence 
I added—Truth, great Sir, is uniformly 
my foundation, and though the edi^fioe 
be continually tottering, the basis is 
eternal.” 

“ A^lways stick to "truth, eh, Ilum- 
phrej^ ?” returned his highness, speaking 
Avith great rapidity.—Never wander a 
li^le ? never get into fiction ? bit of a 
*poet too, Humphrey ! Truth is very 
saucy sometimes. Obliged to clip'hdV 
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nnils, (1-d scratch cat; always set 

iny dog fi.AW upon her. Flaw* can not 
hear Truth; and Truth cannot bear 

Flaw.” 

*• 

“ Truth, dread Sir,” said J, making 
another very low bow, as his highness 
looked at me for an answer,—Truth, 
dread Sir, must always respect your 
highness.” 

“ A little quizzical thongh,sometimes, 
H uTnphrcy,”returned the prince; “can’t 
always keep her under.” “ No, no ; if 
it was not for Flaw, I should cut but a 
sorry figure.' He flies at her wherever 
he secs her, just like a cur at a cat. I 
like Truth very well when she is good- 
humoured, and polite, and accommo¬ 
dating, but whe.i she puts on her iili- 
pertineqt airs, and presumes to frown at 
•Jme/I hate the gipsey. She is no com- 
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jjany for thrones then, IJiunphrey. No, 
no, lot Jier away to common life, and 
troubli^ not me.*’ 

If 

“ Slie slionld ahvays be well-bred to 

kings and princes, Jpir,” said I; “ and it 

* 0 

lias always hecn my practice to dress her 
accordiug’ to the company to which 1 
#mean to introduce her. I make lier 
oiumtimes a gossip, and now and then 
a^prude, bill never a virago. When she 
is inclined to scratcli,^ great prince, 1 
always tie her hands, and would much 
sooiy-'r slit her tongue, than siifler a 
wortl to escape from it which coyld 
possibly" sound harsh upoi! an e.xalted 
‘car., t place her under a most strict 
dic!» and regimen ; lest being.pampered, 
she should grow proud aud saucy, p'^d 
forget the homage due ft) her betters. I 
flagellated her once for insinuating that, 

B 6 
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a king had committed a foolish action, 
and—” 


“ Oh, Humphrey*/' cried the great 
man, with evident rapture, “ if truth 
were ever thus kept iinder rigid restraint, 
how different would things gd*! But 
tell me. Hedgehog, how did 3?our last 
work go off? Which were the best 
friends to it—the tallow-chandlers or the 
public ? But they tell me you blab 
secrets : you don’t blab secrets, do you, 
Humphrey ?” 

Then methought I laid my hand upon 
my breast, dnd bowing to the ground, 
uttered a great oath against the sla.i^erer’ 
who had thus falsely accused me, and 
solemnly asserting my innocence of the 
heinous charge l&id against me, and de¬ 
claring that I would much sooner com- 
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mit rape, seduction, or fornication, than 
vilely hlab a secret: on which his high¬ 
ness w.as’ pleased to say he believed m^; 
at the same time‘Tiery condescendingly 
intimating that he had none td commu¬ 
nicate to me. I w;^as a little mortified 
at the natural conclusion which imme¬ 
diately suggested itself to me, but I had 
,scarccly made a first effort to digest it, 
when his highness again broke the 
thread of my thought. 

“ 1 have thought, my good fellow,” 
said he, “ of doing something for you, 
and in a few months I shall carry gjy 
generous intentions into effect. But as 
some *of my friends seem to think you 
arcaiot sincere in your loyajty, I wish 
you to Avrite something which will please ' 
tTipra all. What do ydu think of the 
circumstances of this.year ?” 
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I saw the drift of his highness, and, 
W'ithout a moment’s hesitation, replied, 
that the year was very full of jnatter, 
affording a fine scQp«3 for compliment 
upon royal sagacity, and such like, 
adding, “ Dread sir^ consider how bril¬ 
liant the actions of j^our brother Ernest 
will look upon paper, and the jtenacity 
of your illustrious mother, in support-, 
ihg the dignity of your family—and the 
wisdom of Calderagh and his colleagues 
—and the actions of the mighlv Duke 
of Laurels—and of the illustrious men 
of the continent/^ 

♦ 

“ Enouglr, enough, Humphrey,’ 
'cried the delighted viceroy. “ l„see if 
all! 1 see jt all! It is all glorious alike. 
Get thee home, Humphrey; got thee 
honje, and immediately set thyself to 
work upon these rich materials. - Not a 
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word ot* slander—not a single double en^ 
Jcndre: all sincerity, and politeness, and 
^•ood hiiyiour, ‘and trulh—wo^ not all 
iriUli^ Ilnniplirey. •liliore may be a few 
trifling circumstances to omit, which ilb 
nature, ])erliaps, might endeavour to 
magnify into important ofleiices. h'or 
instance, .Jlcdgehog, as little as you 
please about tlic suddeti illness of Ha.rts- 
foot ; and mot a syllabh^ of any plot 
aganist my safety/' 

Trust rnc, trust nn% high and 
miglitv sir,” rpioth I ; trust to the 
discretion of your loyal ilumphrey, 
who would nuicli sooner cast his pen 
.^vav, i^nd doom it to ifjnoininioiis and 
^verl^iling silence, than wrUg.down a 
s\llal)le which could be reasonably pre- 
lium^jd to ivjdcct upon tl:fc great ones of 
mankind. iSJy liomagQ for sovereigns is 
only^second to my reverence of my Cre- 
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ator, I hold it blasphemy to profane 
the one, and treason to speak lightly of 
' the other; the latter 'to be ^punished 

f « 

with temporal, tli^ ^brmer with spiritual 
damnaiioi). Since it is the desire of your 
highness that I should again write an 
eulogy upon kings, &c. be 3 our illus¬ 
trious pleasure fulfilled, andjie it the 
highest honor o(‘ your servant to obey 
the commands of the first of men, and 
truly to reileCt the virtues which fiuv 
can equal.” 

Methought, as his highness listened 
to my conclusion, he weaved his hand, 

f 

ou which the colonel, m}^ august guide, 
whispered to me to retire. I bowed, aiid 
turned myself round to obey, w^be^ a 
page, enraged at my ignorance^ in turn¬ 
ing my back oa the throne, gave me a 
stroke with his lyand, which in a ijao- 
dispelled my slumbers. 
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The nap and t!)e dream being com- 
jdctcly out of the range of common g^- 
cu-rrcnces, -considered as cousins-ger- 
nian to a supernatiinRt inspiration, and 
determined, accordingly,* to obey the 

call, and digest, without delay, the 

# • 

materials of a new |>roduction ; and 
now, gently reader, do 1, with all hu- 
mi^ity, present it to thee. 
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citxr. I. 


t 

A J'iUnilf/ —yht y7/^\^^’•t'a?^v disorder, and its 

§ 

causes — Doint stir hirko s— I 'ite.xpccii d nstfo? 
—Vahf supp/icatij rs - iitfjjn of o'l old c\>m^ 
plaint—Traternal cons iLilton—Dehritli liKspute 
betwixt jSarcissvs and the dtputics of the X'c err- 
isle. 


k 


Till: rear (^i\c H un- 

cIkmI anc! TifUr.ii iurJ jk^rVilv alU.i:JC(I ils 
I'noriiliap. ;* Nar;;ibsii^:, the a^^tjng cliiva" oi’ 
the Fevev-isie, ihiriiii:’* llio inditi’^ositiou 
of his e^.tocmed father, was sitting wirti 
his mother and sisters in a’ veranda. 

I 

which coiumartticd a prospect over the 
ext»jf4sive valley* and park which circled 
.biSf-patertt^l mansion: it was an^ hour 
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sunset, the music had ceased, which 
had* diiiuUr the evening serenaded the 
illustrious and the pensive as- 

pect whicli prevail(}>i fhrougliout the 
face of Nature, had diffused its jnftueiice 
over the minds of those great ones of 
the earth tyho sufveyen it. 

TIk* conversation, wliich had for some 
lime dwelt Ufion the •situation of the 
father of Narcissus, naturally ramified 
into remarks upon the minor branches of 
the family; luid thp do\^ager.j^duchess, 
at the precise moment chosen for the 
commencement of this chapter, had just 
*f3iXclaimed, ‘‘ that hateful loltiir which * 
ytusterdaY received from Ernest, who 
since we gave him the estate in Cumber¬ 
land, is grown so proud and undutiful, 
that^l know not what is tq be done with 

him, has caused me such a severe attack 

* « 

of my old complaint in the kidn^^,' 
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« 

Narcissus, that I think it will be 
death of me; but I won’t ag’r<;e to' his 
marriage.*^ 

y 

Narcissus hild wished to feel his mo¬ 
ther’s pulse on the subject, for Ernest 
had prevailed upon him to undertake an 
intercession with the old lady on his be¬ 
half; but he hacl been afraid to com- 
nience a theme ou which he had already 
more than once experienced the irrita¬ 
bility of his mother's feelings. He dc- 
lermined, hovvpvc'r, to put in a word or 
two, as delicately as he could, to assist 
his brother. Accordingly he replied, 
My dearest mother, perhaps, as Ernest 
seems to set his heart so much on this' 
union, you will not entirely destroy his 
hopes by a positive refusal of your ap¬ 
probation. I puderstaud the duchces is 
young and handsome.” 
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'i'he dowager applied to her snufF-box, 

^lud liaviftg taken two or three ample 

pinches, sneezed* twice, and then, with 

as much cojjiposure <is the sho’rtness of 
• * 

the panic would allow her to assume, 
returned, " 1 see you arc conspired 
against my. healtK and*rny peace. Did I. 
not tell you, Narcissus, that my agitation 

had produced-but it is no matter. 

r must be fii'm, since there is no filial 
affection in any of you. What if the 
’wench is young and handsome ? Hand¬ 
some is that handsome dbes ; and have 
you forgot that two husbands she has had 
already.* died very suddenly ?—and how 
<1 d I or you, or Ernest knp'v, whaf 
cawsed their death ? Perhaps this thing, 
ptrhap?the other; but I won’t be put 
ou.t of my way, nor wheedlea into a 
consent. Lord, Lord, I, am in such 
pain !—Oh ! 


It 



io 


t;it:jiiE£;< ih^vdued 


% 

“ My dear mother,” interrupted Nar¬ 
cissus, “ believe ^our most 'toiid and 

i 

dutiful son. 1 would . give, my life to 
save yoi'i from iitjncce'js-.uy pain; but 
this attack of ^our old complaint' is a 
dispensation of Providence ; and it was 
totally beyond tite povVer of,your chil¬ 
dren, dutiful aS they are, to prevent 


“ Dispensation of a hddlestick’s end!” 
cried the ducliess. ‘‘ I tell \ou it is all' 


brought on by fretting, and 3 ’on know 
it. There are but two tiling's in the 
world whjcli will set me iVc.'tting ; and 
they .dtsobcdience of child)en^ and 
extravagance. I can’t endnVe cithcr< 3 f' 
them, 1 can’t. Why you know Vny lapt 

t ^ ^ 

attack, which brought •me to death s 
door, was caused bjf the report, thvtt J 
had subscribed a prodigal sum for the 
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support of the ihing’^um^hoh hospital, 
vou do.” 


I wonder mn(:h,”*said Narcissus to 
himself, “ that the disorder did not 
make a mortal iKtac^^ vv lum my poor 
father was seized with liis illness;'^ and 


then audihly ex|)ressin^* hitnsell', he rc- 

plitid, “ My dear motjier, pray do not 

let such trifl‘"s ieirass and disturb your 

%/ 

superior mind ! lit member of what eon- 
sc(|uenco your valu<;!.!e ervistonce is to 
your liusband, to your children, and to 
all the* people of the island! Why 

should the idea of Ernest’s marriage? 

• • • ^ 

pause you «uch serious uneasiness? If 
he is Sftmt upon it, madam, the wisest 
conduct tor yoiirgrace is, to givfe way to 
him^in tlfis particular, and agree to re- 
c^ive them as your children.” 


‘‘ ‘Irwon^t, Narcissus, and that is my 
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plain determination/^ vociferated the old 
lady ; ‘‘ so never mention tlie subject tu 
me again. But li»hcar that you mean 
to trv and c^et Erijest anothci ^addition to 

t 

' his income of some thousands a year. I 
wonder you arc not ashamed to hold 
him up in his ungrateful opposition to 
liis mother. How much better would 
it not have looked, if vou had made a 
proposal to add such a sum to mine, 
knowing as you do, what great exprnces 
I hg^ve so lonp' had to encounter with/' 


Narcissus was about to reply, when a 
►noise behind suddenly attracted his at¬ 
tention, and the whole pa»-ty turning 
suddenly rounds were thunder-struck on 
seeing Ernest himself in the apaitment. 
The dowager, tossing her head with all 
the air of insdlted dignity, and applying 
to her snufT-box, whispered angrily in 
the ear of Narcissus ; “ this is a plot 
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amongst you to get tbe better of my 

resolution: but it vvoirt do, I assure 

VQU. I’ll not speak to the unnatural 
' .1 . # , • 

fellow, J a\^dctcriiii 
• • 

In the mean time, Ernest had ap- 

proached lijs mother's Scat, and had bent • 

his knee before her; while she was still 
• 

whjspering her resolution in the ear of 
her flrst-boriT: as she turned round, her 
eye filled with ghuiees of unusual fury. 
It came in collision with the suppliant 
look oftlie illustrious offentfer, who, sum¬ 
moning uji courage, almost unintelligibly 
faultcrcJ out—dearest and best of mo- 

« 

t4u?rs, 1 am come to approach Tourillus-- 
Mi^us ear, as the hnmhie advocate of 
myself gnd— 

“ Bon’t mention her nmine to me,*' 

• ^ 

cried the enraged Duche^—“don't say • 
a word about the creature, I wo#*^ 
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hear of her ; I won't see her; 1 won’t 
acknowledge her; 1 won't t’alk about 
her; so now you have niy deterniiiia- 
tion. Didn’t s|}i^didri’t^ '^.he—but I 
don’t‘waiit to‘provoke you, so I won’t 
say any thingal>rmt what she did. And 
you are come, I suf>pose, to tell me you 
liiive married her in spue oi‘ iny wish to 
the contrary, and to intrude yourselves 
into my house.” 


A * 

Duke Ernest felt himself placed in a 

I 

situation not the most enviable in the 
Avorid. lie looked in his mother’s coun- 

V 

tenanrp, to see if any beam of maternal 
kindm-ss glanced from her eye, but all 
was fury and madness and i^iveter&'JV. 
iJe cast a sidelong sup{)licatiiig; look at 
his sisters, but they sat trejnbling and 
shaking witkout once daring to intercede 
for.him, for w^ejl they knew mama’s rigid 
tions of duty and affection and jamily 
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dignity. Narcissus Iiiinself, endued 
with independent power as he was, re¬ 
turned tho asking eloquence of his bro-' 

ther’s. e\\i^y a si|fcificant shrug, and a 
• • 

gloomy shake of the head. In, tl>e mean 
time, the Duchess violently jerked he^^ 
self past Jirnest, anck flouncing into thie 
drawing-room, threw herself into a large 
elbow-chair, and called her daughters to 
come in oat of theni^ht air; but never 
di<l sli(? condescend to make a single 
remark to her sons ; for even Narcissus 
appeared to have comrnil:ted an unpar¬ 


donable offence in daring to advocate the 
wishes of his brother, and insinuate a 


-single idea which w^as at variance with 
s^nlimeiits of the dowager Duchess. 


. When^the first intemperance of feeling 

had subsided, the vvrithyjgs and'„p(prtor-- 
% 

tious of her countenance sufficiefttly, 
demonstrated that she was again 

VOL. I. C 
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i * 

the influence of her disorder. The me¬ 
dical council of the mansion was im¬ 
mediately summoned to*her assistance^- 

and Narcissus and»mnest, hg^'^ng staid 

• • 

for some time, to render all the aid in their 
power, as soon as the duchess was 
safely lodged in bed,'repaired to the man¬ 
sion of the latter to talk over the disap¬ 
pointments of the day, and to concert 
measures to reconcile the duchess to the 
matrimonial scheme which had now been 
carried to too great lengths to be set 
aside, a marriage ceremony having al¬ 
ready taken place in another country. 

“In God’s name!” said Ernest, as 

t 

they were on the road, “ is it not ;a suffi-*’ 
cient penalty imposed upon us tha}: we. 
cannot intermarry with any of the beaU'' 
'ties of our own kmd, but even our choivse 
amongst those with whom we are allowed 
t^S»«^nect ourselves must be fettered. 
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and v/e may not be allowed the most 
trifling privilege of independence? Formy 
own part altbotigl^ should be sorry tof 
have a name'amongst the Fever* 
islanders (and here Ernest lobked at 
Narcissus rather mysteriously, but find* 
ing that his brother Vas not disposed to 
interrupt, him, continued) but I will 
never submit to be dictated to* in this 
matter. Narcissus—-of that I am deter* 
termined.” 

The best plan then, which I can hit 
on,” returned Narcissus, is for you to 
get away from the Fever-isle immediate¬ 
ly, md bring over your charmer without 
''any delay or notice, and leave it to me to 
•attempt, in the mean time, to/conciliate 
the old lady's‘temper; and if I find this 
.inf))racticable, we can tfven try the ex*' 
periment of the sudden introduction of 
the lady herself, and if she possesslSalf' 
^ c 2 
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the charms anH attractions you have so 
often described, perhaps the interview 
Vnay w'ork more miracul6iis ell’cACts tlian- 
we have any right t«*anticipaw»uVorn any 
exertion's of our own. This appears to. 

me to be a plausible plan/" 

\ 

i\Tv dear, dear brother,*" cried Kr- 

nest, sei/inu tlie hand of‘ Narcissus, atu^ 

• 

eagerly prosing it witliiri his own ; “ you 
have indeed made me the most happy of 
men, and 1 shall be bound eternailv to 
bless your interference. Mv mother 

•j 

cannot remain refractory, when slie sees 
my charmer, whose qualifications will 
subdue every heart/" 

“ There is another reason for briRginfi[ 

4 J O 

her hither,” said Narcissus—“ vrhile we 
were sitting together this evening, 1 re¬ 
ceived a letter int'<»rming me, that it will 
vequirB all my exertions, and all my influ- 
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erice to get t!ie proposed addition to your 
income; people cry out strangely about it, 
‘and \vhi*t is a gVeats^deal worsg, the depu¬ 
ties thenJr»«lves appT^^r to be tainted with 
• the popular prejudices. One objection is, 
that you are njarrieri and intend to re¬ 
side in \i distant land, and the nation 
grumbles to give money to be spent 
iiinoiigst strangers. The deputies are 
most impertinent and unreasonahle if 
tluiy persist in refusing the rocpiest; but 
we must try every manoeuvre to outwit 
them. You must pretend to concede to 
the justice of the objection, bring over 
your wife, get re-married, and the mogey 
once gaiged, you may go arid live where 
you^tease.'* 

Ernest was highly delighted at the 
fnendship and anxiety t)f Narcissus on 
his account; and stilNmore so, when on 
morning following, the lattefsuin- 
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moned his chief friends and advisers to 

* 

take their opinions on the best measures 
'which coqld be adopted* to square mat*' 
teis betwixt the Dft^ager, the•Uep'nties, 
and bis‘brother. 

This measure, however, which to Er¬ 
nest appeared to be an excess of fraternal 
affection, was, in truth, the effect of c 
different feeling; for Narcissus, notwith¬ 
standing he pretended to bluster and tplk 
in a high straih- about the impertinence 
of the deputies and the like, whenever 
he found that they were strongly opposed 
to* his views upon any occasion, uni¬ 
formly found himself compelled to^ 
call together all those individuals‘tlbout 
him, by whose advice he generally acted, 
and to take their, opinions as to '^he b^st 
mode of reconciling the hostile senti¬ 
ments ; for he coUld no more go against 
the determined voice of this body, than 
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a cork could float against a currant of 

vVater. ' In this case, Narcissus consir 

dered it.dangerous to go too far, merc^ 

upon his Qwn opinion: it was therefore 
• • 

with a view to strengthen the ground on 
which he stood, that he proposed the 
meeting.of his friends, for he thought it 
extremely prohable, that if his mother 
pertinaciously persevered in her oppo> 
sition to the marriage of Ernest, that he 
should have occasion for every assistance 
to enable him, not only to justify him¬ 
self in his conduct, but even to carry 
the purposes which he contemplated into 
effect. If the wish of Narcissus to in- 
crease tlje income of Ernest, should be 
frusjjfated. by the opposition of the de¬ 
puties, it was importantly, alarming, 
since it might lead to a systematic op¬ 
position to his will in matters of higher 
consequence. These considerations and 
apprehensions had made NarcissiUS''^8B 
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a restless night, so that when his advisers 

came at the appointed time, neither in 

*mind or body was he so much *c(yT)posed, 

as to enable him to^efiter on business 

• « 

with that vigour of intellect which the 
discussion seemed so decidedly to re¬ 
quire. 
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CHAP. II. 

Some little insight into the characters of a feus of 
the advisers of Narcissus—The council—The 
progress and issue of their decisions—A c«up-de« 
nutiu, which is successful ^Promptitude ; and a 
rapid expedition. 

The chief friends and advisers of 
Narcissus were individuals very gene¬ 
rally obnoxious to the inhabitants*of 
> the Fevol'-isle, since they had been re- 
^ peat??lly detected in attempting to op- 
.press the coaimunity, and by imposing 
upon it a kind of iron yoke, to make 
their own power more absolute. They 
were men who had d good deal to 

c 5 
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• 

for themselves, and generally contrived 
to keep the major part of the deputies 
on their side, by suffering them to share 
in the pickings and^plunderings pf the 
public ^ purse. . th us backed, they 
openly set at defiance the wishes and 
demands of the gre^t body of the people, 

t. 

and had, at this time. Just given two 
most remarkable proofs of their arro¬ 
gance. One of their measures was, th’e 
passing of a law to prevent food from 
falling to too low a price, lest the poorer 
classes of the Csland should stuff and 
pamper themselves ; as they argued, 
that indolence was the parent uf all 
inischief; and if men who, by being 
kept lean were kept industrious, wer^ 
allowed facilities for fattening '%hem« 
selves, they might, perhaps, indulge in 
planning the overthrow of tThe esta¬ 
blished authorities, and for the sake of 
l>tunder, endeavdur to excite an insur- 
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re'ction. The other obnoxiotis scheme 
was, the imposition of a most heavjr 
burden upon those who expressed the 
juice the berries which grew idl 

the island,* for the phrpose of extractiqg 
a liquor to exhilarate the spirits: thejr 
might eat the berries, and be welcome 
to devobr as many as they pleased; bet 
it was •contended, that drinking the 
juice had a tendency to make men in¬ 
dependent and impertinent; and there¬ 
fore it was sagaciously decreed, that 
those who kept a stqck, should^ pay 
heavily for the indulgence. 

A long succession of similar measureftl 
had prcvduced in the pubfic mind suci 
an antipathy to those who caused them^- 
that attacks had frequently J)€en made 
upon the houses in which they resided ; 
and even their lives had more than once 
been placed in imminent danger. The 
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sudden and successful issue of events, 

however, had just calmed, for a while, 

» 

the turbulence of the people, and the 
l^reat movers of the machine of manage-' 
ment had lately bte'h allowed to w^lk 
abroad,' and to pursue their several 
avocations, without any material inter¬ 
ruption. 

These were the personages who now. 
came to advise Narcissus and Ernest on 
the subject of the marriage of the latter. 
First of all made his appearance, Vis¬ 
count Wideraouth, a man who had once 
'been rejected in a situation widely was 
^peculiarly adapted for the line of his 
’Talent; but who, afterwards, Qii being 
•raised to the post of chief adviser the 
Duke of Whelps, the father ofNarcisrus, 
betrayed such an imbecility'of character 
and Conduct, ask‘totally to destroy thS 
good opinion which the public had pre- 
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vioiisly possessed of him. .lie was un¬ 
able to .keep his stand on the slippery 
pinnacle to which he had been elevated, 
and relapsed into a lower «md safer 
sphere of action, but*had recently been 
entrusted with an office of great honor 
and confidence,. He jyas what religious 
fanatics I'ognominate a most excellent 
man; that is, he went to prayers regu¬ 
larly, and subscribed liberally to sup¬ 
port the holders-forth at the various con- 
ver^iicles in the island; he could whine 
and preach with the jnost jesuitieui 
sanctity of countenance ; would hold 
up his*hands, if he heard an oath, and 
shut his eyes, if he passed near the cor¬ 
ner of a s^treet termed Verital gardens, 
or wdjjyiever he met a fair Cyprian ar-r 
rayed^in all the modesty of natu/e ; but, 
alt the same time, he could associate 
wifti Bacchanals, and fcHuiicators, and 
the, like, provided they were powerful^ 
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atid great, and had the good things of'the 
earth at their disposal; he wou Id 5ioear 
for a placet t>r lie for a pension; and 
would fawn upon his master,' sanction 
his dissipation,, smile at his* follies, • and 
echo his licentiousness, (that is, sup¬ 
posing he was the-servant of a master of 
this description,) could he by no other 
means retain his confidence, ^and com¬ 
mand his smiles. 


After this noble viscount, and while 
he was still bowing and scraping, with 
courtier-like humility, entered Mynheer 
'Yansqueak, one who had made a pretty 
good progress in arithmetic, who knew 
the multiplication table by heart, and* 
had invented a good many impro^Pements, 
(as he called them,) in the original rule 
of practice. For his knowledge of 
figures, he was called to the situation of 
head arithmetician of the island, and in 
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this capacity, he was always one of the 
advisers of Narcissus. He was a crow 
of the same nest" with Widemouth, and 
stood mdch upon a gar with the viscount, 
in point of reverence and esteem. It 
iias been more than once observed of 
him, that he was a» good Methodist 
preacher*spoiIed. 

• While this illustrious pair were still 
bowing to Narcissus and Ernest, and to 
eaeli other, Earl Livertaint was an¬ 
nounced, who stood at 4;he head of the 
groupe of advisers, and who was parti¬ 
cularly qualihed for the post of honor, 
by long education and experience in the 
. courtlv school. He was a man in heart 
auclsfpul so attached to his situation, that 
*he Wbuld encpunter anymeasufe ofdan- 
or o*pprobrium, to preserve it. He 
'had-, withal, a most exa4ted opinion of 
his own talents; and,^doubtless, cons^- 
deitpd himself the most competent to 
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fulfil ^the high duties of his office, of 
^\\y man in the whole island. He could 
finvent pretexts for the accomplishment 
of any particular ^object of policy, as 
readily as the mt)st sanguine conception 
could imagine; and possessed a face of 
brass which had "^never" changed colour 
daring a wear of above thirty years, 

i) 

amidst the intense heat of corruption. 
He made no great shew of religion ; 
and, perhaps, was one of those who 
looked on this as a subjc ct to ‘be 
^ considered when the important con¬ 
cerns of state should devolve into other 
hands. 


Last of all entered, with 'slow and- 
dignified step. Lord Mcldon, who* some- 
times disputed the precedency with his 
colleague Liveytaint, and perhaps, w'th 
some justice, might have claimed the 
priority ; but being somewhat of a diffi- 

'* *** I ♦ 

dent man in his manners, the assuiance 
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<>r his frii nci and hdlow-adviser lef^hirn 
'*t?onsi(lMral>iv i»i the lurcli. MclcJon vvas 


a tjonh'Tci*, 
'and had all 


uc.i- \Vrv reinotc frojii a Scot. 

•/ • 

the norilietn roserva^dness in 


Iws charaeler. lie had a pecMilTar so- 
leinjiity oi iriannej', and wore an immense 
wit’, tiio• rond>ined ^eflects ot* which 


.made vcay.nKiny wander into tile error 
oC hclievMn‘>’ (hat he vvas endowed with 
an cxtruordinary nioiisiire of sagacity, 
lie .had al^o a custom of falling: into 
deep and Jon^ reveries, before he could 
bring himself lo ivply to the most com- 
mon-pl^ce question ; and this again in- 

t 

duced those who heard him, to imagine^ 
•that the w^a^rds which dropped from him 
were mtiformlj^^ the result of a sound 
chscre^ion, and a most experienced judg¬ 
ment. lie was the most ambitious of 
the*whoIc% yet, to all appetvrance, car- 
ried..an air of the greatei»t diffidence and 


modesty. 
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Such was the groupe of. advisers 
which immediately, at the summons of 
Narcissus, repaired to‘ his'mt'nsion, to 
pour into his eaf ^heir most sage coun¬ 
sels. 'Many others were expected ; but 
some sent excuses, complaining of sud¬ 
den fits of gout, ''rheumatism, or some 
other disaster, while others, were out, 
in a ramble either in town or country, 
and could not, possibly, know any 
thing of the matter, until long after the 
time when the meeting of the advisers 
was appointed to take place. 

The matter of the discussion was 
soon laid before the groupe, when Mel- 
doD, rising from his seat, most solemnly 
began—“ Marriage is a very honcurabie 
estate; it is also a duty which it is in¬ 
cumbent upoc all men to fulfil and per- 
fi)rm. There a'e also filial duties, ns 
well,as the duty matrimonial, and. these 
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also require to be duly performed. * If a 
•man falleth in love with a woman— 
(Hear ! }»ear !it becometh . him in-‘ 
stantly'to stand and'ifiquire what man¬ 
ner of woman she be; and whether he 
shall violate anv duties of a prior stand- 
ing, by taking upon Himself the office of 
. a spouse. .The struggle is then between 
affection and duty, and the former ge¬ 
nerally gets the better of the contest. 
If the opposition of a parent to the in¬ 
clination of a son, be reasonable and 
proper, it is right that it should prevail 
over passion ; but as old people grow 
peevish, morose, and childish, in the(r 
"manner, I,am not quite cletfr whether, 
in thaSkjtiisc, law or equity is on their 

slide. • The illustrious Ernest hs^s an un- 

^ • 

doubted Tight to fall in love; but the 
lajpv has wisely bounded »the sphere of 
his-election as to a wife, lest the dignity 
of th^ family should in any way suffer’ 
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througli the impetuosity of momentary 
passion. The lady, howevrr, in tins in¬ 
stance. is of a rank wlii'ch would not dls- 

^ f 


credit the family V)^ your !iip;hii^.‘ss ; and 

theretbre, it docs appear to \uc, that the 

opposition of tlw', 1)uc}k:ss of V/ludps is 

somewdiat unreasobablo, and "ought not 

to be permitted to inflnence the di cision 

of ourselves. It appears clear to ii?e, 

tliat, as you, groat sir, arc the arbiter in 

the business, In the stead of vour hither, 

^ 1 / ^ ^ 

you will do well to advise your brother 
to marry her, and then to leave it to 
time to work the reconciliation.” 


I 

Livertaitit next took up the,discussion. 
“ Great sir,” said he, addressing.Mimseif 
to Narcissus, “ you know by yoisir ow'd 
melancholy experience what* it is to 
marry according to the wishes of parental 
authority. D—ime, sir, saving your il- 
' lustrmus presence, Duke Ernest cannot 
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do worse if he marry in direct opposition 

fo parents. It is not the sanction of a 

father and, mother which makes a mar>< 

xiage happy. Every‘nian must consult 
• • 

his own feelings. Duke Ernest i# emi¬ 
nently capable of judging for himself; 
and it is my frank and decided opinion, 
ihtU he impiediateJy act upon the judj.^- 
rnent whicli nature and education have 
given to liim. Herein 1 agree with my 
friend Meldon/’ 

“ And also,” saitf Wideniouth, 
agrec^ with my colleagues; for 1 find 
nothing in scripture which lays dowp 
•the indisp^nsahility of parentfal consent 
to the j 3 ;^iirriage of a son. It’, thend'ore, 
th t 3 re he in this case an union of hearts, 
it*matters#not fiovv soon there ()e also an 
uiyon of bodies. • May the benediction 
of the Lord rest upon them! “ Increase 
and.Cj^ltiply, and replenish the” gonti-'* 
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nent: and, in my opinion, Sir, it would 
be well for some more of your illustri'ouSi 
> brothers to take wives, and set about the 
work of regeneraling the world, and not 
be always meddling with state * affairs,’ 
and raising political squabbles, and 
sowing dissensidhss where it would bet¬ 
ter become them to shew examples of 
concord, unanimity, and firaternal love.” 


Mynheer. Vansqueak agreed precisely 
fojevery thing bis comrades bad uttered, 
declaring, thaf although he was not very 
partial to division in families, and «u6- 
itaetion from the amount of domestic 


happiness, •yet they could not be avoided,- 
and the multiplication of the ineed of 
illustrious personages was too great .a 
desideratum to be neglected fo( any such 


trifling considerations. He concli/ded 
with declaring, that his only difficulty 


'’arose.but of the stubbornness of the de- 

• 
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puties, who bad plumply refused to in¬ 
crease Duke Ernest’s revenue, to enable, 
hiin to maintain bis spouse in that style! 
of splendour which w^s absolutely ne- 
cessary’to keep up the dignity, not only 
of the family of Whelps, but of the 

manor of the Fever-isle itself.” 

¥ 

This declaration involved a new dis- 
cussion. Something must be done to 
induce the deputies tp relax from the 
tigidity of their resolutions. Duke 
Ernest swore most audibly, that as to 
keeping his wife genteely upon his iMre<* 
sent income, none but a pack of stupid 
boors could ever think of such a thing. 
It had been hitherto altogether inade'- 
quate to the support of himself; and 
what was it to do, when saddled with a 
wife; and one too whose ^hief induce¬ 
ment to marry him was, her great opinion 
of the rank and wealth of himself and 




his connections. Devil a farthing had 
sh(^ for a fortune ; therefore nobody could 
say he was not clisinteresttHl, He.de¬ 
clared he was foi^Jcb of the vvoirian ; and 
between hiiiisblf and tlic council, he 

a 

thouglu his niotlier a most unreasonable 
i>eiria, to fV<‘t'®SFr»i*lf into a fij, of illness. 


because he was 
Trut!; to tc ilj he 


going to he liappy. 
Considered himstdf a 


very insiilunl and ill-used man. 


He had 


be('n ctnufM-iled to run aw'ay from the 


island, because the deputies had* got* 
hold of some*" very strong and very un¬ 
just pr<judic(’S against him ; aiid now, 
after he had staid away so long, to let 

J'v •v fj ' 

4 

these prejudices get cool, and had taken 
a w ife, to shew his wish to retrieve hi;? 
character, Ids mother must start up to 
forbid him her house, and to call his 
chest u niek-names ; while the depiwticvS, 
genc'HiUS rnoiigh in things of less conse¬ 
quence, must rise at once, and tell him 
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}>ositively he may marry, but not a six* 
pence shall he have to support his wife 
afterwards. This was the most cruel 

trca.trnent to a man of his liberal mind,' 

• • 

high sense of honour, and unsullied in¬ 
tegrity and courc'ige. Jdis mother knew 
how mu<?h he wasclevoted to bis un-' 
grateful country. He was ready to sacri-* 
fvce existence, to promote her welfare; 
and notwithstanding all this excess of 
attachment, when he asked another 
shilling, what did he receive ? Nothing 
hut a bundle of reproaches, a long lec¬ 
ture upon his past misconduct, and such 
like insolences, which it was neither m 
his naturo nor his disposition to bear 
Mjtii. 

■ ]i ore f)ukc Ernest, overpowered by 
oK.trcme sensibility,"and ftie violence of 
!)i.s ^contending emotiolis, sank into a< 
*‘haic^ and wound up the melo-drame^ 
\or.. I. D 

if 
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with a flood of tears: while Narcissus 
^endeavoured to soothe him into compo¬ 
sure, by assuring him, lhat ho woifM 
undertake, with the assistance of time 
and his advisers, to make the deputiesi 
agree to an in^jpascd annual allowance 
to'him; and Vansqueak seconded the 
consolatory assertions of Narcissus, and 
declared his conviction, that by perse¬ 
verance, they must ultimately triumph. 

t 

Ernest, whore object it was to make 
“ assurance doubly sure,” demanded 
some more unequivocal pledge than a 
mere promise of eventual success. After, 
therefore, he had heard the promise re- ‘ 
iterated by all the advisers, ho put a 
question bluntly to his brother—V/ould 
he, on the faith of the future, advance 
him a year’s income, and enter into a 
hond to do the same annually, until he 
^lutd gkined his point with the deputies, 
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and obtained the grant of an increased al» 
lowance, according to the legal and cua. 
• lomarydorms 6f the country.? 

Narcissus and his friends were a little 
staggered by ihe su^^denness of the 
question, but there*was no way to evade 
it; and after some hesitation, he cod* 
.sented to put his hand to the document; 
and Livertaint undertook to fetch im¬ 
mediately the amount of the first year’s 
guarantee-money from ^he public bank, 
of which he was the principal manager. 


Things being thus adjusted, Narcissus 
and Duke Ernest, in a few moments, 
foundAhemselves left alone, the council 
‘being broke up, and the advisers having 
left the*mansion. Ernest was loud in 
his gratitude ; but his brother was some 
time before he recovered himself frocg» 
the^urprize caused by the sudden*atta^ 

V 2 
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upon his resources. Ernest sajv the 
l^ause of his chagrin, and exerted himself 
so effectually to remove it, that' by the 
time Livertaint returned with the heed¬ 
ful, they had cracked two bottles of 
old hock togethsr, and«were in good 
tune. The earl was immediately ordered 
to broach a third bottle; and about the 
noon of night, they w'ere all happy in 
“ the feast of reason, and the flow of soul” 
for reason had certainly surfeited itself 
with good thing#, and had fallen into a 
slumber, while the only soul which 
flowed predominantly, was the soul of 
the* exhilarating cordial. 

The natural effect of these situc?>ions 
is a certsfin degree of precipitanc'y of 
manner rather unusual under different cir- 
cumstances. So it was now : “ D—me,-’ 
;ay boy, Ernest,” stammered Narcissus, 
‘i,pothing like doing things off hf.nd. 



’ and fifteen. ’ 

9 

Go—go—get you off to-night—fetch 
wifcy, and d—me, we’ll take old mothei 
by surprize. ‘Nothing like doing things 
at. once—nothing like promptitude.'^^ 
Eh, Livertaint ? D—n the war in 
Columbia; always rises, in my gizzard, 
when i think a *word, or say a word 
either, about promptitude.” 

“ Just so, Sir, said Livertaint. 
“ Your highness is all—all—all—promp¬ 
titude. D—•—d hard, word—can’t get 
it out of my throat. I like it, though ; 
but jt is so very troublesome-——” 

• 

“ Order the carriage and four,” inter- 
TuaWd Narcissus. “ I’m determined on 
myplans. Ernest shall go tornight, and 
I’ll giv« him a we—we—week to come 
.back again,” 

• Jin five minutes afterwards, Ernest was 
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on the road to the continent^ und.er the 
care of a sober valet, and Narcissus was 

in bed, whjle Livertaint reeled home, 

^ • 

abusing all the watchmen ; for it vt^as a 
full hour before he had ordered his car¬ 
riage, and he was^oo independent at this 
.moment, to want any thing in the shape 
of assistance. 
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The Duke arid his valet—Sonne little account of 
Duke E%nesty as to his manners and his mind^ 
Conversation en-passant —litle digression on 
the subject of non-chalance, and the language of 
looks—A moment of danger—Escape from perils 
fpid the conclusion of a land journey» 


“ Slacken my stays/’ shouted Duke 
Ernest, as the vehicle rolled rapidly 
down a» steep declivity, * about forty 
j:riTh^»from the spot whence they had 
started^ It was the first tima his grace 
had opened his lips wide enough to emit 
an jaudible tone, since he had been on 
the road ; and the sun had, for upwar^ 
of two hours, been casting his splendor 
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- full in the face of the duke, and throw- 
ing his gay livery of light round-the re- 
freshed landscape ^ or, in other words, 
-it was about five and forty minutes past 
five o'clock. 

Legrange, which was the name of 
the valet, instantly understQod that 
which, perhaps, may appear to the un¬ 
fashionable reader, if such an one should 
get hold of these pages, totally incom¬ 
prehensible, and in a few moments gave 

{ 

his master relief^ who fetched a deep 
sigh, wiped his eyes, stretched out his 
limbs, yawned two or three times, and 
put his head out of the window. 

The duke was somewhat addicted to 
eccentricity in some of his manners. 
Always bred up within the warm atmo¬ 
sphere of a court, .and beset, as naturally 
follow^, by a whole host of butterfly- 
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parasites, from the moment when he was 
enabled to articulate his battledore, he 
. had, nevertheless, maintained in his bo* 
som an uniform fo/e of integrity and 
courage, and all the other virtues. It 
is true, slander, which always runs 
open-mouthed at a great man, when¬ 
ever he crosses its way, had whispered 
abroad things not very creditable to his 
character, but none of the better sort of 
the tenants believed a word of them. A 
fdVmcr valet of his had died by the hand 
of violence, in a very mysterious man¬ 
ner, in the dead of the night, and, at 
the same time, the duke himself was 
most errievou 
p^^^f the body. It was said that the 
’sersj^t had formed a design to murder 
iiis ni^ter; *and for this purpose, had 

entered his bed-room, Ijut the latter de- 
• • 

fended himself so vigorously, that he 
eluded any mortal blow, and the assassiifp 

V 5 


sly wounded in various 
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foiled in his attempt, retreated to his bed- 
chamber, and destroyed himself. .Many 
'of'the Fever-islanders, however, had the 
audacity to think otherwise, and to ac¬ 
cuse the duke himself of having acted 
not altogether on the defensive. As it 
has been before stated, however, the 


tenants of this manor were very much 
addicted to lying and slandering, and 
evil speakingand to such an excess 
was' this malignant propensity carried in 
the present instance, that the duke Was 
compelled to lay hold upon one of the 
ringleaders in the propagation of the 
scandal, and to give him up to the law 
of the island, which always punished 


audacity'with fine and imprisonmettc.. 

J 

% ^ 

Duke Ernest was remarkablyufond of 

shewing his person to advantage. He 
had, accordingly,, braced his frame in 

» I 

stays, adorned his face with immense 
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mustachios and whiskers, gained a COD’ 
sidera^le addition to his height by a^ 
pending to th§ heels of his Hessians as 
extraordinary mulrtprication bf leatbec, 
' anil ‘ looked, from thfe fierce* mirrors 
of his mind, unutterable majesty. He 
was a njan of no vi^jes, except we must 
s^ive that harsh name to the little ex* 
cesses into which the best of human 
beings will sometimes rush, in despite 
of the strictest watch which reason and 
morality can keep. Now and then he 
drank rather too freely, *hnd in his cups, 
might be guilty of some extravagancies 
of conduct; sometimes he was under 
the influence of momentary paroxysms 
q^KgJing, which got the better of the 
natitfal moderation of his character: but 
there ne incontinency in his con¬ 
duct ; he implicitly obeyed the laws of 
the Fever-isle, setting an example of 
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strict integrity and subordination to all 
. the tenants whom fate had decreed to 
-iill the meaner interstices jn social life. 

His grace put'his illustrious head out 
of the window, and after taking a survey 
' of the beautiful lan#lscape which had 
just expanded from the dark womb of 
night, drew back again, and exclaimed, 
“ Zounds, what a horrid bore it is to be 
compelled to watch the sun rising, and 
the filthy mists of the morning clearilig 
away, from a cdrriage window!” 

‘ And here the duke paused, and fetched 
a deep sigh, folded his arms, and threw 
himself back in the vehicle, whilfi/i^f- 
grange, who from habit was pretty)veil’ 
acquainted with all his mat,ter’s'svtiims, 
sat silent for a few moments, and then 
imitating his grace’s action, he also 
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looked out at the window, drew in his 
head, sighed, and fell back most me¬ 
chanically ox\ his seat* 

4 

I ‘‘ It* is a d-d bore,^ reiterated the 

duke. “ I don’t sec all this occasion 
for such, uncommon expedition : but 
my brother must have every thing his 
own way.* I am little better than a 
sliuttleco.ck, and fly whithersoever 1 am 
struck. But I won’t come back in a 
we<§k, and that is the truth of it. No, 
no, I have deeper designs. Zounds ! 
1 am half asleep. How far have we 
travelfed 

Veplied Legrange, “ I wonder 
yery^uch that your grace will suffer 
yourseiMo be put out of yourVay. If 
1 was a person of such distinguished 
ccmsequence as your grace, I am sure I 
wofild not give a snap of my fingers tc 
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be snubbed and checked, and plagued, a.s 
your grace has been for a long ti,me past. 

I would go not only whfre I-pleased, but 
when I pleased ; l»nd I would live as I 
pleased, and chUse my own place of res - 
dence ; and, to crown all, I would marry 
just according to jny own iixclination> 
and not to satisfy any father or mo¬ 
ther, or brothers or sisters in the uni- 

< 

verse, not I. And so, please your 
grace, I would act in such a manner as 
to shew the world I was a very ihde- ' 
pendent persoiiage, and a very worthy 
and principal pillar of my father’s name 
and family.” 

I 

I 

“ And now, Mr. Legrange,” sni^ *4;" ' 
duke, “ since you have amusedjyourr 
self and me with this long catalogue of 
your actions ^by anticipation, pray 'do 
me the favour to .give me a plain direct 
■^answer to the question I asked of you, 
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and keep your ifs and your advice close 

joAed jfij your own brains. Prithee, 

how far have we travelled? Where are 

we now ?” 

. * • 

‘‘ Can’t possibly tell your grace,” re¬ 
turned Legrange* “^for I really have 
held no communication with a inife-stone 
since we set out ; and as to where 
we are, your grace, you may as well 
carry an Oiaheitan all the way from his 
native island, blindfolded, set him in 
the middle of Pall-Mall, •and ask him a 
question similar to the one your grace ‘ 
has just asked me.” 

grow saucy,” returned the 
(Tukcjj^looking at Legrange with some¬ 
thing likt^a fronvn upon hiscounitenance. 

Methinks you appear to^forget the dis¬ 
tance between us!” 
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Legrange looked confounded for a few 
moments, and then almost uniiuelligibly 
murmured, “ Your grace has forgot the 

attack of the German trooper 'in the 

/ 

streets of Tzeli, when, if Legrange had 
not interfered, your grace had been now 
gone to rest with lyour illustrious fore¬ 
fathers. After I rescued "you, your 
grace embraced me, and promised I 
should in future be your brother and 
your friend. Methinks your grace has a 
very short memory. Have not 1 tra¬ 
velled with you through dangers and 
disgraces enough to appal the most 
courageous valet in Christendom } And 
did I over once shrink from the perform¬ 
ance of any one duty you imposed^^ipcrr 
me ? And yet now you tell m^y 
pleases your grace, of the'^* distance 
which is beti^veen us, and check my 
prating V* 
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Those who are at all conversant with 
the manners of the frequenters of 
courts, will' credit the assertion, that 
Temo.rse and shame a*re not the natives of 
silch an atmosphere. The high person¬ 
ages which tenant these lofty edilices of 
• human grtuideur, consider it a conde- 
, scension to allow the meanest ones of 
ifae earth to toil and labour for them, to 
expose themselves to danger in their de¬ 
fence, to surrender all their own tim/ 
enjoyments, in order to create a mass of 
pleasure for them, and in*all respects to 
deport^ themselves as if they were ma¬ 
chines which Providence had made for 

• 

no qther j^urpose than to make these 

ones happy. There is also a 
most Aesirablo uW of 7io?i-chalancey which 
these potent individuals can assume at 
w^ll, vvliich is a most eaviablc qiialifi- 
caVion, since it speaketh a language 
whiqUi. cannot bfe misunderstood those 
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to wEom it is addressed, and is also a 
most admirable pillow of dignity, and 
the close avant-cpurier of m'orbfication-. 

I 

» 

If there are some to whom this de¬ 
scription is not perfectly comprehensible, 
would that they hard Ijecn present when 
this colloquy took place betvyeen Duke 
Ernest and his most impudent valet ; 
for they might then have received the 
most apt and ample illustration of its 
truth. Duke Ernest surveyed Legrange 
for some minutes, with one of those looks 
without condescending to make him any 
kind of reply. At length, however, his 
grace, with a singular indifference of 
tone, exclaimed, “ If you deji;^''-'gut-- 
your whiskers clipped, to corj, spond 

with each other, Legrange, d-n me. 

I’ll never allovr you the honour of risk¬ 
ing your life for me again. I hate to/^ee 
one whisker like an impervious .lusb, 



AND FIFTEEN. Of 

while its companion looks thin, m^^e, 
and decaying. Legrange, you must get 
a new pair.; you can never prune these 
into djecency.” 

As he said this^ the duke popped his 
iiead out at the window a second time, 
^nd began to hum a tune very audibly, 
when suddenly the horses, whether 
alarmed at the suddenness of the illus¬ 
trious voluntary, or whether urged 
any rashness of the postilions, who might 
have listened to the duke, to the neglect 
of their,own professional duties, made a 
spontaneous and simultaneous dash, and 
flew hke lightning, regardless of rein, 
or all the other efforts of the 
driversji to the great terror both of them, 
and of thoduke, and of Legrange. His 
grtyce pfeclianically drew Jiis head into 
the-vehicle, to avoid seeing the danger^ 
whicli\. awaited him, while Legrange,' 
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ju^^s mechanically, popped his head 
out to see it. This single iiimdent, tri¬ 
fling as it was, serves«to sliow how high 
the mercury of coVirage rose in the heart 
of the valet ’ at the touch of peril, f,nd 
how low it sank in that of the duke; 
but perhaps there might have been few 
illustrious beings who woifld have dis¬ 
played any greater heroism on such.an,- 
occasion ; and indeed, if we take into 
consideration, for a moment, the supe¬ 
rior value of such high individuals," their 
own anxiety for their preservation, as 
well as that of the people who i\re about 
them, maybe accounted for on very na- 

I 

tural and rational principles. 

The duke drew his head intj;;:'ithe ve¬ 
hicle, and, at the same moment, Lc- 
grange popp^^d his out, and it'.was ait 
done by one mechanical motion; scvthat 
when the duke, who did not observe the 
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exit of the pericranium of his valet, Tn a 
holf-stifleu tone of terror, ejaculated, 
“ What shall vve tclo, Legrange ?” the 

latter did not hear a s\^lableof the inter- 

• . 

jeqtion. The duke did not dare to turn 
his eyes on the one side of him, or the 
other; so tfliat he stiU*remained uncon¬ 
scious of th^ situation of the head of the 


valet, until tlic carriage suddenly passed 
over a huge'stone which lay across the 
road, and the jerk, which amounted 
to little less than an overthrow, not only 
brought back Legrange to his original 
position, on the coach, but drove his 


head with such violence against that of 

his mq^ster, .that neither of tlie^twain, for 
^ ^ 

sqplc‘ffitc, what with terror, and sur¬ 
prize, »id pain, could sufticiently reco- 
veV himself to make a single observation 
or expr^sion beyond the latitude of the 
soluary, but certainly not unexpressive 
interj§)ction—Oh 
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But this interjection proved ultimately 

of singular advantage, since lit proved 

the key which unlocked the, granary of 

language, and the’instant it was applied, 

■ 

open- flew the doors of speech, and 
words began to shuffle one another out; 
if not with very great rapidity, at least 

with much inclination to make their es- 

• / 

rape. “ Sir—sir—sir,” stammered Le- 
grange, “ I beg ten thousand pardons of 
your grace ; but it was the carriage—the 
carriage, Sir, and no fault of mine/your 
grace.” 

f 

“ J)—n ilic carriage, and you too,” 

r('turned the duke, rubbing his head 

* / 

with both hands. ” What is 
liegrange ?—what the devil is to gl,? done? 
Call out to the fellow's to„ stop the 
hor>ses, and tp let me get out before the 
danger is increased.” 
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Legrange could scarcely forbear from 
smiling ai the wisdom of his master ; but 
he made no remark upon it, which 
shewed plainly that lye possessed suIBci- 
ent sagacity for his situation :—No, no, 
if in the anxiety of his feelings for his 
own security, be overlooked the possi¬ 
bility of checking the horses in the mid¬ 
dle of their mad career, to allow him to 
make bis escape, it was not for his valet 
to take the liberty to tell his grace that 
he uas under the influence of error. 

I > 

Before the valet, however, could re¬ 
turn any answer, that danger which they 
had hitherto only dreaded, and of which 
ha,d received one pretty uncqjiivocal 
warning, actually took place the car¬ 
riage swiftly passed over anothfer huge 
stone, and I'n a moment lay on its side, 
up'on'tne verge of a stone quarry, which 
descended beneath them to the depth of 
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some thirty or forty feet. The duke 
could not speak for terror. Legrjinge 

himself looked in a tcrril)le state of coii- 

• « 

sternation ; and, teJadd to their fears, the 
horses continued to kick and striio"l<* 
most vehemently, so as to bring the 
vehicle every itistant still nearer to the 
balance. “ Save me, Lcgrange,” cried 
the duke; save me once more, and I 
will, indeed, treat you no longer as a 
valet, but a friend. By heaven, in 
another moment I shall be far beyond* 
the rcacb of n'y wile’s afFoclions, or my 
mother’s anj^cr. Save me, LeGfranofc— 
save me.” 

i 

Poor Legrange, actuated by 
motive than that of savmg hisj^iaster, 
viz. the wish to rescue ^lim^lf from a 
situation of i'.^iminent peril, rtradeabold 
attempt to extricate himself from tfhe 
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carnage, in whrch, with some difBcuhy, 
he succeeded, and stood by the side of 
the vehicie. Tlie pc^tilions had also re- 
‘covered themselves from the shock they 
had received in falling, and were now 
busily employed ‘in cutting the traces, 
whi h they could not save, in order to 
detach the animals from the carriage ; 
and, as they were close at tiie entrance 
into a town, any injury which might be 
,donc^ was of very immaterial conse> 
quonce, and easy of repaid. 

The TJuke, however, was still in a 
state of alarming peril; butLegrange, 
after much danger and trouble, succeeded 
iu'-gettin^ his grace out at the carriage- 
window, and wjien he had rcstoitd him 
to a little ccaiposiir*' they both^ set out 
on foot to the town, .aving the postilions 
to gel the carriage and horses into an up¬ 
right fajsition, and to follow them to the 

VOL. I. E 
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same, with all possibility, with the lug< 
gage of bis grace. 

it was an early hour in the mbrning, 
when the travellers made their appear¬ 
ance at the door of tbejnn; and as they 
were wrapped in i^uelaires, it was im¬ 
possible for any one to penetrate their 
disguise. Here they reposed for six 
hours, took breakfast, and the duke 
treated Legrange with a kindness which 
made the latter suppose his grace'was 
really disposed to fulfil the promise he 
had made to him on this occasion; and 
it consequently had the effect of exhila¬ 
rating the s‘pirits of the valet to a con¬ 
siderable elevation, and in more ibstaifcer* 
than one, to throw off the distance 
which usually existed betwixt his roaster 
and himself, ‘ and to affect something 
nearer to familiarity. 
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The postilions soon arrived with'the 
vehicle, which was very little injured; 

it required abodt he^f an hour.to replace 

% 

the- shattered traces, and new traces 
being then procured, the duke and Le^ 
grange recommenced their journey with 
more alacrity than was to be expected^ 
after the ncene of peril and alarm they 
had recently encountered. The sky be¬ 
came unclouded, the sun shed a de- 
ligljjtful splendor over every object ; 
even the duke himself, dor a time, for¬ 
got the moroseness which had lately 
growif upon him, since he had been 
engaged in a dispute with his moth’er, 
and conversed with his valet in a true 
and condescending cheerfulness. No 
accident occurred during the residue of 
their journey. At the fall of the day, 
they reached the town to which they 
had directed their course, where a vessel 

E 2 
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was waiting in readiness to take them 
over to the continent ; and before 
night, thq shores o^ the’Fever'isle had 
completely vanished from the eyes of 
the duke and his valet. 
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CHAP. IV. 


*4 letter Jhofn Ernest—A laughing scene—An in-^ 
(r us ion—An iiUtimedjgke^ audits consequences’^ 
Involuntary harmony—Unpleasant news—A little 
episode on (he subject of care—Narcissus in the 
dumps, and his chief adviser in disgrace—A 
partial recovery, 

Tnz time of Narcissus hung very 
heavy on his hands ; there was the same 
routiee of eating and drinking—of wo¬ 
men and wine—of ostentatious ribaldry, 
and splendid vacuity of thought. Duke 
i^rnesl had been gone from the Fever- 

h 

isle ebout five days, when a,letter ar¬ 
rived from his grace to Narcissus. 

• / 

“ An apology for his non-appearance,” 
sai4 Mahony, the confident of Narcissus,. 
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as he handed to him the letter. “ The 
time your highness has assigned him is 
expired, and he is under orders to re^ 
main longer in his present quarters.*’ 

Without attending to the exclamation 
of Mahony, Narcissus had opened the 
letter, and read aloud as follows:— 

i 

“ My dear brotlier, 

** The duchess feels herself a little 
piqued at the anger and contempt of 
my mother, and has prevailed on me 
“ to forego my intention to briqg her 
“ qver to the Fever-isle, for the present. 
“ My mother must be wrought on to 
*' change her mode of behaviour..*^ Supp 
“ pose you endeavour to move her,* by a 
promise that we will never ceme near 
“ hertoofferhev theslightestdisturbance, 
to give us a letter of introduction to 
** the chief domain-holders on the cqnti- 
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“ nent, by means of which we may tra- 
vel with eclat from one place to another. 
“ If yoy gain .this favor, my wife will 
‘‘ feel herself easy,'and J shall care bat 
-little about any thing else, the increased 
“ income excepted. And now, my dear 
“ Narcissus, for a word or two on other 
" matters. My dear duchess has just 
set about reforming me, as she calls it: 
‘‘ she has insisted upon ic, that 1 should 
“ throw away my stays, (and that will 
“ He a plaguy loss to Allen); that I 
“ should adopt a new suite of whiskers, 
‘‘ an(| mustachios of a lighter colour 
“ than those I have been accustomed to 
“ wear; that I should taluj oft’ niy hat 
to Hi who bow to me; that I should 
“ teach her English ; that I should be> 
“ come ^ltog%ther domestic, and leave 
‘‘ olf swearing, drinking gaming, and 

-ing; and, in short, that I should, 

>n every respect, grow Just the reverse 
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** of that which I have been accustomed 
to appear. I have struggled and re- 
sisted as long as 1 w^s able *. but, as 
y somebody says in'the Bible, ‘ it is very 
hard to kick against the pricksand, 
” taking this into consideration, I have 
“ determined to relinquish the contest. 
“ I have often been complimented by 
some of my insolent countrymen, with 
the title of a mere monkey; but when 
I shew myself amongst you again, 1 
am much mistaken if they will 'not 
“ find a nearer resemblance between the 
“ greater Ouran-Outang and your .. 

. “ Ernest.” 

An immoderate fit of laughter, from 
Narcissus followed the reading of" this 
letter, in which he was joined by his 
faithful Mahony, who, on every occa¬ 
sion, was the perfect echo of his master. 
To eveiy ha! ha! ha! of Narcissus,^the 
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ready he! he ! ht! of his confident re« 
sponded; so that when Meidon entered 
the apairtmenty unannounced, in the 
midst of the merriment, although he wa^ 
iittle addicted to cracking jokes, he could 
not avoid whispering, in a tone pretty 
audible, “ I have often heard of moun¬ 
tain echoes skipping from one cliff to 
another, but this is the first time 1 ever 
knew echo amusing herself between 
two’blocks.” As he concluded, he re- 
colfected the folly of the ^remark in such 
company, and tried to stifle it with a 
hem ! • 

The hem, however, was *ineflectual; 
fiM'alth'hugh Narcissus lost the substance 
of th€ joke, Mahony had, unfotfuiiately 
for Meldon, caught the cream of it; 
and being never reluctant* to make a lit¬ 
tle mischief, he imnrediately put his 
mouth close to the attentive ear- of his 



82 


£IGHTE£N HUNUlifED 


master, and communicated to him every 
word, not bating a single accent! 

% 

' The countenance of Narcissus glowed 
a deep crimson; indignation and sur* 
prize struggled tor a few seconds to ob¬ 
tain the mastery, t?ll at length, having 
regained, in some measure, his compo¬ 
sure, the great man whispered a word in 
Mahony’s ear, who immediately gliding 
behind Meldon, stepped quickly to the 
door, and turning the key, made the 
poor adviser a prisoner. 

1 

Now, Meldon," said Narcissus, with 
a smile of triumph on his countenance, 
“ now, my boy, since you have hfidyorr 
joke, rU have mine. What punishment 
does the knave desdl-ve, Mahorfy ? Shall 
we whip him 'with nettles, or put him in 
chancery V* 
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Now to those who may be unac> 
quainted with the manners and customs 
of the Fever-iglanders, it may be neces¬ 
sary, by way of elucidating th^se punisb- 
. ments, to state, that whipping with mtties 
was a kind of boyish punishment fre¬ 
quently inflicted by childish tribunals at 
schools; and that putting into ckawsery^ 
, was a phrase very much in vogue amongst 
a class of men who, either for money, or 
con amore, amused themselves with 
pitmmelling each other’s bones about 
by the hour and the minute, a science 
wbi<;h was very much patronized in the 
island, and was denominated pugilism. 

“ Heaven forbid! great sir,” uttered 
Meklon, with a deep and hollow groan 
of anguish ; for he well knew what 
fhancertf was. 

. “ Let us not forget mercy in,the heat 
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of our desire for strict justice^" said 
Mabony; and then again putting his 
.mouth close to his graciojus master’s ear, 
which was always open to whispers, he 
went on—“ Suppose we make old sober¬ 
sides sing us a song." 

o 

‘‘Bravo! bravissimo!" shouted Nar- 

* 

cissus' “ Thou art the prince of good, 
fellows; We’ll have a song, and a merry 

«i 

one, too." 

» 

In vain did poor Meldon declare his 
inability to sing; in vain did he declare 
that he could not bear singing, and could 
not evi'fj endhre to hear an Italian song ; 
that his situation and employment dicl, 
not aliovv^him to think of harmony ;> and 
that he could just as soon attempt to 
pull down the s{cy with his hands, as to 
oblige his highness with any thing like a 
song, pewas willing to submit to ^ny 
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mortification—any penance which it was 
jn his power to perform ; he would stand 
in a corner of the room, with a fool’s cap 
■on his head ; would stay all day without 
food, and even go supperless to bed; 
but, God help higi! he could not sing*— 
Jie knew no words, and as to tunes, he 
was as little a judge of them, as he was 
gf dogs, or horse-flesh. 

But prayers, and sighs, and tears (for 
Mcftlon even shed tears,! proved of no 
avail. Narcissus Was determined to 
have !» song; and, as for Mahony, he 
stood, holding his sides, and enjoykig 
most ecstaticallv, the confusion of poor 
jN^cldoA “ Come, come,” said Nar¬ 
cissus^ “ 1 have an original sono-jn my 
pocket, iftid here it is; put what tune 
you please to it, or sing* it to twenty 
tunes, as you like; but sing you shall, 
or give up your post about my person ; 
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SO make no more excuses, but begin at 
once.” 

\ 

Meldon saw the impossibility of es¬ 
cape; making, therefore, a virtue of ne¬ 
cessity, after two or ^hree dozen hems, 
to clear his voice, 'and almost as many 
attempts to pitch it to a pas.8able tune, 
the chap-fallen and disconsolate advise - 
took the paper, and sung— 

SONG. 

I’m neither a quidnunc nor stoic, 

Philosophical, sage, nor heroic; 

But a 8oa of good humour, and frolic, and glee, 

V4nd ^oinen and wine are the pleasures for me. 

Of religion 1 know but right little ; 

For morality care not a tittle : 

And Wften by old time from tins globe I am driv’p, 

May Bacchus and Venus escort me to Heaven. 

Before Meldon had reached the end of 
his task, short as it was, the big drops 
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started on his forehead, and chaced each 
other rapidly down his cheeks, while his 
two inveterate .tormentors more than 
•ever enjoyed the perplexity into which ' 
tjiey had placed their trembling victim; 
and no sooner ha^ he concluded, than 
..Narcissus declared be would make him 
sing it ovef again—a threat which ope- 
rjited on Meldon something like a tertian 
ague, making his very teeth chatter in 
his head, and his knees knock against 
eacli other, from excess of terror. He 
intreated his master, if he valued his 
services, to abandon this cruel deter* 
mination, which would most unques¬ 
tionably deprive him of the'little reason 
which \emained to him; and he con¬ 
cluded, by praving Narcissus to lUten to 
the purport of his visit, which was of 
some importance, and ret^uired serious 
consideration. 
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For some time, however, Narcissus 
persisted in his resolution, until Mahony 
became' the advoc,ate of poor Mcldon, 
and pleaded his cause with such elfect, 
that his master consented to let him es¬ 
cape this time,' with no repetition of 
punishment. “ Btft, my boy,” said he,- 
“ since you have found a voic^, it shall 
wot be for want of practice, if it doer - 
not, in time, grow melodious.” 

The heat and ardour of the joke hav¬ 
ing noiv abated. Narcissus began to 
assume a more staid and solid counte¬ 
nance, and gravely inquired what im¬ 
portant business had brought Meldon 
into his presence so unexpectedly, ahd 
at sueb-^n unusual hour. 

9 


“ Sir,” replied Meldon, who rapidly 
recovered himself, as he found his mas- 
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ter become serious, “ I have news from 
the Rebel realm of some moment. There 
has been,an un^rtunate difference be* 
'tween Viscount Calderagh and (he Duke 
of Laurels. 

^ “ No more than I expected,” replied 
Narcissus. “ Calderagh is an officious 
, apppy, always meddling with what does 
not concert him, and the duke is too 
high-spirited to endure his interference; 
*but tvhat is to be done ? 1 cannot part 
with either of them.” 

" Your highness mistakes the real 
cause of the misunderstanding,” re¬ 
turned SMeldon, bowing most submis* 
sively»to the ground. 

Mistake the cause I Do 1 mistake ?” 
asked Narcissus, rather impatiently. 



90 


■EIGHTKEN HUNpRED 


“ What Other cause can there be ? I 
hope there is no———” 

“ Pardon me, great sir,” interrupted 
Meldon, “ they have quarrelled about— 
not about military affairs, nor politics, 
but about-” . 

“ About what ?” reiterated Narcissus- 
most peevishly interrupting Meldon 
again. “ Why can't you go through 
your tale straight forward ?” 

“ A woman. Sir,” returned Meldon. 
“^They have unfortunately got an in¬ 
trigue in the same house, and with the 
same person. Laurels caught Ctider^gh, 
as hc^ says, poaching upon the manor 
which he had taken under bis protection; 
so they fell tc high words, and then to 
blows. Laurels drew upon Calderagh, 
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and Calderagh drew upon Laurels, when 
the latter gave his antagonist a devil of a 
wound soQiewher^ about the groin, and 
a story is obliged to be trumped up of 
a horse having kicked poor Calderagh, 
or a carriage run against .him, or some¬ 
thing to the same purpose, and there he 
"Ues.” 

‘ <» 

“ Where- does he lie?” vociferated 
Narcissus. " Confound the quarrel¬ 
some^ rascals. Were there not more wo¬ 
men than one to be had ?” * 

“ Ob yes, dread Sir,” replied Meldon, 
“ there were abundance to ba had ; but 
both had a fancy to the same tit-bit, 
and then. Sir, you know, it became a 
point of hpooul* with them, ana each 
wopld sooner risk death, than consent to 
relinquish his right.” 
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** And has the enmity ceased with 
this explanation ?” asked Narcissus> 
rising, and walking irregularly up and 
down the room. 

1 am sorry to say it has not,” aa> 
swered Meldon the enmity seems 
higher than ever. Laurels swears he 
will not have any thing to do with jif- 
fairs, while Calderagh is allowed to dic> 
tate and direct. He appears absolutely 
determined on this point.” ' 

Anguish and care, the common ten* 
ants of this habitable globe, as often¬ 
times intrude themselves into the gaudy 
mansion, and knock at the dour of„the 
exalted heart, as into the low-born pea¬ 
sant’s cabin. Greatness,' it ia true, may 
lose the recol'ection of unpleasant images 
in the giddy vortex of dissipation, and 
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unsanctified revelry; but when the voice 
of laughter has ceased through the s]}icn> 
did dorae->-^when t|;ie gilded cup no longer 
sparkles with the vivifying and intoxi* 
eating wine—when the charms of beauty 
are no longer before the* eye, and the 
^pty praises of the venial parasite sound 
.no more upon the ear, it is then that sly 
.rfl^ection leads care over the ruins which 
dissipation Has made into the unbarrica- 
doed heart, ahd gives it scope and com- 
ihissidn to begin its work of gloomy sor¬ 
row ; and 1;he more gaiety and folly have 
revelled, the more considerable are the 
materials which are left at the disposal 
of this enemy to illicit pleasures, and 
the peeper and more durably is he en¬ 
abled to fix bis fangs in the very root of 

“ "IT"* 

enjoyment,* and*to riot amidst the scat¬ 
tered wrecks of ail’ the finor feelings of 
the bosom. 
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Such was the case, at this moment, 
with Narcissus. He felt himself stand¬ 
ing in a situation of peculiar difficulty 
and danger; propped, insecurely enough, 
it is true, by a multitude of pillars, but 
they were so unsound in their strength, 
and so dependant,on each other, that Ijp 
feared and trembled lest the removal of 
one should cause the whole to tumble, 
and should hurl him, at once, down to 
the extreme of trouble and dismay. He 
seldom thought seriously ; but when cir¬ 
cumstances forced a reflection into his 
mind, it uniformly brought with it a 
train of such horrid anticipations, that 
he wanted- the courage to look them 
boldly in the face, and would, "usually, 
fervent of better defences, fly<to the 
bottle, and endeavour to drown the in¬ 
truders in the>repeated bumpers of stupi- 
fying cordial, until care and reason to¬ 
gether deserted his intellectual mansion. 



il^KD FIFTEEN. 


9S 

For some time did Narcissus continue 
silently to pace up and down the apart- 
ment, his.bosom.agitated by a thousand 
^contending emotions^ for it ^as long 
before he could make up his mind to 

i 

any particular mode of conduct which 
seemed to promise |)im any eifecti/al 
relief from the troubles he foresaw. At 
^}gngth in a voice scarcely audible, he 
exclaimed—“ A plague on their quar¬ 
rels, say I. Must 1 be sacrificed to 
*theiv» love of intrigue ? Did 1 send 
them to Rebel realm to hunt out fine 
women, and then to quarrel with each 
other about the possession of them. I 
wish 1 had better advisers, (but 1 want 
courag».to think and act for myself; and 
while ,I depend upon these rotten sup¬ 
porters, I, am ’every day in danger of 
being tumbled into the oyjd. 1 am a 
most miserable man, in. the very midst 
of all possible pleasures.” 
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Mahony was thunderstruck this ex¬ 
traordinary soliloquy. It was so rarely 
that he heard his master reasoning with 
himself, that he immediately began to au¬ 
gur some important consequences from 
the phenomenon. He called to mind, that 
when men begin to, think, it is the first 
step towards a reformation, and a refor¬ 
mation wa.s by no means a desirably 
object with him, since it w’as possible 
that a change might take place, that 
might sweep away all the real pickings 
which lay at h^s command. 

» 

Meldon was not a jot better pleased: 
he did not at all relish the apparent mys¬ 
tery which lurked in the langttage^of 
Narcissus. He hated the idea of change, 
as he hated the devil'and most sin¬ 
cerely did hqi at the moment, vent a 
thousand secret curses against the Duke 
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of Laurels and Calderagh for not being 
better politicians than to let their love 
of intrigue*get tho better of their reason, 
or at least for allowing the real cause 
and conscqticnces of their dispute to get 
wind, and reach the cars'of Narcissus. 
)Vhat might be the reuult of this impru- 
. dence to hiipselfand his fellow-advisers, 
almost dreaded to anticipate; but, 
at any rate,, the only plan which ap¬ 
peared feasible, for the moment, was 
to attfempt to avert the anger of Nar¬ 
cissus from himself more particularly. 
He accordingly summoned up resolution, 
and, advancing towards his master, ex» 
claimed, “ Great Sir, leave* them to 
settle, th?ir differences between them¬ 
selves. -Why should your highness in¬ 
terfere ? A*few days, and the heat of 
their feelings may have subsided, and, 
ill the mean lime, you can recal Cal- 

VOL.,l. F 
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deragli> and reprimand him for his rash* 
ness?” 

“ Beghne from my sight,” exclaimed 

Narcissus, in a tone of vehemence— 

“ You none of you care for my peace; 

you have hoodw,inked me too long; 

leave me directly, and when I have de- 

% 

termined how to act, I will send for 
you.” 

I 

The manner of Narcissus would* not 
brook delay ; Meldon bowed silently, 
and, Avith his eyes full of tears, and his 
bpsom overcharged with grief, took his 
leave, and <aorrowfully retraced his way 
to his own house to tell the sad tidings 
to his wife. 

In the mef.n time, Mahony ventured 
to speak such effectual consolation to 
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his master, as, in the course of a few 
minutes, to restore him to good humour 
with himself, .and consequently with 
every other individual. 
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CHAP. V. 



A visit to the Duchess ahd a new character in this • 
history^ cdthou^rh not new in real life — Domes¬ 
tic jarring—Successful isscc of the vuit of 
Narcissus—Filial intiusion and disohediatue — 
Some insight into a near connection of Narcis¬ 
sus, 


The Duchess of Whelps had pretty 
weU recovered from her last violent 
attack, and Was engaged in a icle-d-Ute 
with her grand-daughtor, Lady'Char¬ 
lotte Carabray, when Narcissus airived 
to communicate the contents of the 
letter he had deceived from his brother 
Ernest. It was the first time, since the 
-day he had been witness to her agitation 
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on the entrance of her undutiful son, 
that he had found leisure to make his 
personal inquiries after liis mother; and, 
had not business required his appear- 
'ance to-day, it is far^from impossible 
that the visit mfght have been procras- 
•tinaied to a still more distant period, 
for Narcissus was by no means extremely 
attached-to the company of his mother, 
as the embers of an old disunion be¬ 
tween them, were still unqucnchcd in 
his bosom. 

It is probable too, that the Duchess 
herself was aware of the real disposition 
of Narcissus, or else, she shrewdly sus¬ 
pected the nature of his errand, for no 
sooner did he.make his appearance, than, 
instead of greeting him with a smile of 
welcome, which however insincere and 
disingenuous it might be in its nature, 
theTjourtesy of high life demanded, she 
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assumed a serious, not to say a frowning 
countenance, as she exclaimed—“ You 
have taken long enough, Sir, to deter¬ 
mine upon the propriety of paying your 
mother a visit during her indisposition ; 

I 

and pray to what circumytauce, after all, 
must I ascribe the hduour of this visit ?” 

Narcissus was not discomposed by 
trifles: assuming, therefore, an air of 
perfect non chalance, he promptly re¬ 
plied, “ The hoi 3 or and pleasure. Madam, 
are exclusively my own, and believe me, 
nothing but urgency of public business, 
couKi have prevented me from paying 
my respects earlier where duty as welt as 
inclination so powerfully required my 
attention.” 

I 

“ Papa groAvs more polite than ever, 
exclaimed Lady ' Charlotte, Avithout 
raiding lier eyes from the paper on which 
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she was making the copy of a sketch— 
“ and grandmama, 1 think, grows mor« 
cross than she* used to be. Ileigho, 
for a husband !” 


“ Hold your tongue, saucebox, 
•cried the duchess.* “ Who told you, 
Madam Minx, to interfere ? I find, after 
all the pains 1 have taken with you for 
the last several months, 1 am likely to 
make but very little improvement ia 
you. ril give you up, if I am to have 
much more trouble, I will, impudence! 
I’ll not be plagued as I have been, with 
such a termagant grandchild.” 


•“ I'hen, if you won’t be plagued with 
MiclT a tcrrnggant grandchild, I shan’t 
be plagued with a sour crusty old grand¬ 
mother, that’s certain,” exclaimed Lady 
Charlotte ; and then added with an arch 
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look, “ I wonder which will be the 
gainer by the change !” 

, ' 

“ Ymrll make mo ill again, hussej^ 
you will,” vocif'rated the duchos.^, 
while her eyes flasli(;d fury, and her 
checks wcj'e rod with passion. Nar¬ 
cissus also thought it time to interfere 
and check thehoydenish impertinence of., 
his daughter, and accordingly^he shook 
his head angrily at Lady Charlotte, and 
addressed her, “ Charlotte—it you value 
my favour, or if you wish for good treat¬ 
ment in future, I desire you will behave 
more respectfully to your grandmother. 

I have no idea of young giddy girls as¬ 
suming such airs of independence. ’ 

k 

“ 1 know you have not, pape,” mut¬ 
tered Lady Charlotte, pouting her lips, 
and playing with her pencil—“ I know, 
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papa, you think wc poor women are fit 
for nothing but to be snubbed and 
checke/l, and driven about, and ba¬ 
nished just as you men piease: lam 
sure of this, very sure of it indeed, or 
else, you never would have served my 
mother as you di(^ You would not 
have tried to britig her into disg-race, 
without *any cause ; and then, because 
3"ou could not succeed in your designs, 
compel her to go away out of the 
coijntrv, and to fly from her child—you 
would not— 


Stop your prating, husscy, or Til 
take you and lock you up >n a dark room 
for eight and forty hours, I will,’* in¬ 
terrupted Narcissus. 

Well, and you maji do so if you 
please,” cried Lady, Charlotte. — I 
dare say I should not be so frightened 
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to be locked up in a dark room as you 
would, for I have done nobody any 
wrong, not I; and I should not be a bit 
afraid of being visited by any frightful 
dreams.” 

“ Qo out of the room this moment, 
hussey,” vociferated Narcissus, stamping 
his feet violently on the ground-^—“ Get 
you gone to your governess, and tell 
her if she can’t teach you to‘conduct 
yourself with more propriety. I'll dis¬ 
charge her front my service: of that I 
am determined.” 

< 

“ And 1 am determined no governess 
shall controul me,” cried Lady Char¬ 
lotte—“ So, papa, if you think to ?end 
any body to govern me, you are very 
much mistaken; or any body that shall 
make me cease to t,alk of my mother, or 
to tell you how badly you have behaved 
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to her. And as to going out of the' 
room, I hope you don’t think it a pu¬ 
nishment to make me leave company 
which is always snubbing jnd thwart¬ 
ing me.' 

And as she s’aid thio, Lady Charlotte, 
without waiting fora reply, flounced out 
of the ilpartinent, while the duchess, 
shaking her head, exclaimed, “ That 
girl is the most determined plague I 
hjve. She causes me more uneasiness 
than even my ungratef*il and undutiful 
son, Ernest.” 


By the bye. Madam,” refUrned 
Narcissus, eagerly seizing the oppoitu- 
hity thus thrown in his way, of intro¬ 
ducing the. subject of his visit — ** I 
have just received a letter from my 
brother, which I hope \vill tend to com- 
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pose yon, and to lessen your uneasiness 
respecting him.” 

» 

“ Uneasiness about him!” repeated 
the duchess— “ don't think, that I am 
uneasy about any ^ucli a graceless fellow. 
No, no, the time is gone by when I 
cared so much about him as to feel un¬ 
easiness. Jdut pray, Narcissus,' what is 
this }ou have to communicate?” 

“ Ernest, Madam/’ returned Nq.r- 
cissus, “ |)enetrated with remorse for 
his disobedience, but having actually 
married the object of his wishes, has 
deterVnined to banish himself entirely 
from your presence ; and he has request¬ 
ed me only to make intercession vyitfj 
you to obtain for him your letters of 
recommendation to the notice of some 
of the distinguished families of the 
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continent, in order that by mingling 

with some of the gay society which is 

to be foijnd in the hemisphere of high 

life, he mav render the term of his exile* 

* 

somewhat more tolerable.” 

ft 

This appeal scerae^d to produce some 
effect upon the feelings of the duchess* 
The idea that this disobedient son was 
about to remain at a distance, and con¬ 
sequently,'would no longer harass her 
with his presence, evidently operated 
most powerfully in excitifig an unusual 
elevation of spirits. Her countenance 
once more (iisulaved a contour of sere- 
nity, and, lapsing into a profound reverie, 
for a raoment, she soon recovered her¬ 
self, f\iid exclaimed—“ W’^hy, as to that 
request, iO cOuld be sure he would re¬ 
main where he is; if I could obtain any 
security for bis not coming near to trou¬ 
ble me, I might be induced to a^rce to 



110 


EIGHTEEN HUNDHED 


his request; but you know. Narcissus; 
you well know there is no trusting him.”^ 

p 

' I thiuk, Madam, with all becoming 
deference/^ returned Narcrissus, “ that 
you may give hi*m credit this time. Let 
me intrev.t that fqr your own quietus 
sake you will give up to Ernest in this 
particular. CJonsidcr, Madam, tliegreat 
value or your health !—Consider— 

“ Have you almost done talking* 
secrets, and art you got into good hu¬ 
mour?’ asked Lady Charlotte, peeping 
in ^at the door which she had gently 
opened without the least noise or dis¬ 
turbance, and interrupting her fa/her in 
the middle of Ids most filial and cpurtly 
harangue. 

“ Oh ! a plagup on that girl!” scream¬ 
ed the duchess, starting from her seat, 
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and then throwing herself again most 
theatrically upon the couch—“ I am 
sure she^ will be the death of me. 

•Was ever such breeding ? Was ever 
such conduct 9 Did you ever see such 
a'breach of good manner^ ?” 

Never, madam, upon my honour, 
never!” replied Narcissus — “ 1 am 
ashamed of the untutored, impertinent 
hussey, 1 atn. And I am determined to 
infligt some punishment, which shall 
impress upon her memory a lesson of 
g:ood umnners worthy to be remem¬ 
bered.” 

“ TAiank you, papa,” cried Lady 
Charlotte, making her way into the 
room, advancing to the front of Nar¬ 
cissus, and dropping him a^low curtsey, 
“ I am much obliged to* you indeed, 
but I .have lessons of good breeding 
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dunned .in my ears from morning to 
night by my old governess, 1 have told 
the old creature, however, that I will 
not be plagued so, and that if she persists 
in boring me, 1 never will have any 
more to say to her.*’ 

“ They have been dunned to very 
little purpose I fear,” replied Narcissus ; 

but I must adopt a different course, 
or I peiceivc that in a short time, you 
will lose all respect not only for me.,but 
for your gi aiidaiothcr, and for all your 
friemllv advisers who are careful of 
your happiness. I must teach you dif¬ 
ferently, ho\xever : so prepare yourself, 
madam, to go back with me to my own 
house, for the experiment.” 

What then, I suppose your house 
is a hospital,” answered Lady Char¬ 
lotte, and thither I am to be carried 



ll.'j 


AND riFTEIN. 

to be cut aiid flogged ibr the benefit of 
all the race of independent daughiers, 

, and as a* warning to all those who shall 
presume to think and speak for them¬ 
selves. Blit I thank you, my dear papa, 
and if you please, I w'ould rather stay 
herewith my grandmother, than go to 
be made auy experiment of.” 

Narci.^siis was but little used to con¬ 
tradiction ; and the moment he heard 

4 

his Slaughter endeavouring to oppose 
his intention, all his prudence and for¬ 
bearance instantly took flight, and he 
made two or throe ra]>id strides towards 
Lady Charlotte, as if with an intention 
to anfcTi’ce his menace. Lady CJharlotte 
started back, and gazing on her father in¬ 
tently fur^ moment, hastily ejaculated, 

“ Ah !” and with a screan/and a bound 
was out of the apartmeht and the man¬ 
sion jn*a few seconds; and befofie Nar- 
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cissus was half recovered from his sur¬ 
prize at her unexpected and stubborn 
manner, he perceived her through the 
window, hastily tripping into the thick¬ 
est part of the forest, unattended and 
almost uncovered, followed by a little 
favourite kid which she had reared, and 
which was the constant companion of 
her walks. 

I 

Anger and surprize for some time got 
the better of the reason of Narc'issus 
when he thus saw himself slighted and 
made of no account. “ The gypsey !” 
said he, as soon as he recovered suffici¬ 
ent composure to speak — “ See how 
little she heeds her father’s wishdfe. Had 
her mother dropped but a single hint of 
her wishes, it had been ample enough 
to command nnstant attention; but 1—I 
—am abused and disobeyed.” 
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“ 'Tis all your own fault,” replied 
the duchess — “ You have taught the 
.girl to thiflk too much of herself. You 
have spoiled her in her education, and 
vou will have to endure the conse- 
cpiences of your mismanagement. But 
leave her to me this time, and you shall 
• see, when you visit her again, that I 
.have found .out the secret how to make 
her a more <jbedient daughter.” 

Narcissus was glad of the pretext to 
get away, without seeing Lady Char¬ 
lotte again ; for truth to tell, he had had 
so many disputes with her on the suJ)- 
ject of her mother, and she*Tiad so uni- 
forn>ly come out of the contest with an 
air of friumphj^that he began to despair 
of making ^ny thing of her, by his own 
unassisted efforts. But tlW reader may 
ask, who was her mothef? 
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Gentle reader ! The story may be ob¬ 
tained at full length, on reference to the 

Month in Town but as tlfou mayest 
never have perused that epitome of illus¬ 
trious transactions, it shall again he 
told, but with'a degree ofbrevHy which 
shall make it less unpalatable than long 
delineations and descriptions. Know 
then, that Narcissus, after spending the 
commencement of his ii^anhood, in 
ranging about amongst the flowers of 
, beauty, to oblige his friends and to ac¬ 
commodate himself to the wishes of the 
Fever islanders, had married a lady from 
a distant manor, but who was one of 
his father's* kindred. She was gifted 
with all those qualifications which are 
necessary to the happiness of man: she 
was young, comely, affectibnate, and 
sanguine ; an‘d for a while she succeeded 
tolerably well in giving satisfaction to 
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her husband. But he had been too much 
accustomed to variety, and constancy 
^had no atfractions for him. Sooq after 
the birth of Lady Charlotte, he took a 
di/?lilve to his wife, which soon grew to 
such a pitch, that he n\adc every en¬ 
deavour to traduce her fair fame, and to 
destroy her .reputation in the estimation 
,of tlie tenants, who were all devoted to 
her interests,. Every scheme w.as tried 
to render this plot against her character 
eilhcthal: she was accused of crimes 

I 

which, when brought to proof, vanished 
like mists before the sun : Iicr father- 
in-law stood up in her behalf, and de¬ 
clared his perfect conviction of her inno¬ 
cence ;'*the tenants were equally satis¬ 
fied of her purity ; but Narcissus closed 
his ear agu*inst the voice of truth and 
equity, for he hated her, and had sworn 
to persecute her to the uttermost. He 
now treated her with contempt, violated 
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the common principles of politeness 
in his necessary transactions with her, 
and ultimately, by his uniforin cruelty, 

t 

succeeded in driving hereaway from the 
Fever-isle ; and she was now wandering 
a forlorn fugitive, in'distant countries, 
far from the child‘of her alfection, from 
the husband who had sworn,.to love and 
cherish her, and from all the dearest 
ties, and nearest synipathies.of life. 

Such is tlje exile’s tale. If there be 
a bosom so eallous to every benevolent 
feeling, that it beats not with sensibility 
on* hearing her sufferings; if there be an 
eye in hunian nature which refuses the 
tribute of a tear to her sorrows, let the 
misanthrope envy their stoicism : the 
philanthropist’s sorrow will b^ excited at 
the contemplvition of an unsusceptibility 
which would be far from exalting the 
character of man! 
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Narcissus eagerly availed himself of 
the excuse offered by his mother, for his 
non>procKistination of his visit, and im¬ 


mediately returned to his own Residence, 
to communicate to his brother the re¬ 


sult of the application to the duchess 
it' his favour; and scarcely had he been 
two hours at home, before a footman 
arrived with tlie letter of introduction 
for which he had just been making his 
application. The epistle was unsealed, 
and "Narcissus, opening it with some 
small share of curious anxiety, read as 
follows:— 


“ To all lords and ladies* of manors, 
“ ay Ailers of stewardships, bailiwicks, 
“ electorates, and domains, hereditary 
“or elective,’leasehold, copyhold, or 
“ freehold, wheresoever lying, and in 
“ whomsoever vested, • th# Du chess of 
“ Whelps sendeth greeting.-—These pre- 



I3r4 


EIGHTEEN HUNDUAd 


CIJAF. VI. 


A peep into domestic Ufoy .shewing how a Duke and 
Duchess maif amuse themselves at home—An 2w- 
trusion—A Duke not always a hero^An uncx~ 
peeled substitutey and female heroism—its cause- 
quences* 


In the mean time, Duke Ernest, in 
the company of his vvitb, had gradually 
lost *all the uni)lcasant images of an 

4 

angry mother, a disiippoinud family, 
and the like, and s/as rap.idlv advaiicin!? 
towards the character of a doiriestic 
man. Ills vova2:e iroin tlie Fever-isk 
to the residence of his spouse, had been 
most propitious the very winds of 
Heaven'appeared to respect his wc^th. 
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and would not “ visit his face too roii^h- 
ly.’* In passint,^ tlirouG:li a forest on the 

borders of Handover, tliev were attacked 

> * * • 

by two ferocious fellows, the advanced 
guard of a band of midnight plunderers ; 
but f)y a lucky aim; Legrange liad 
brought the foreTnost villain to the 
ground, and the other, on seeing* the fate 
of his com|)anioii, instantly clapped 
spurs to.his steed, and Avas out of sight 
in a moment. With this single cxcep- 
lion, tlu' residue of thg journey passed 
most delightfully ; and Duke Jirnest, in 
two days and a half from his taking 
leave of his brother Narcissus, •encir- 

cled his lovely Duch(?ss in his arms, 

•» 

“* Well/’.said the Ducliess, in rather 
a careless tone, after the first endearing 
enquiries had passed a\ray ; “ Well, my 
dear Ernest, and pray what had the 
Duchess to say for herself? Do tell me 
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directly, for indeed I nni all dying with 
impatience. You must change thes^ 
odious whiskers.’* 

“ The Duchess, nw love,” returned 
Puke Ernest—looked plaguy blue at 
me, and stormed a grCat deal, and fretted 
with so much violence as to bru)" on a 

O 

very serious fit ot illness, and then she 
refiisc'd to say a word to me, or .to hear a 
word from me, and then, rny dear, we 
parted/^ 

Parted! Parted!” ejaculated the 
Duchess, “ Wliat without making any 
communication to her on the suliject of 
your visit ? You are deceiving me.*’ •• 

I 

“ No, iny love, never,” ahswered 
Duke Ernest. *•“ What the devil was 
the use of my persisting in using your 
name, when she shut her ears, and poui* 
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lively swore that she uouUl not hear one 

syllable on the sul)j< t*t. b inding tliis 

to 1)0 the ease, I dtterminecl to make a 

virtue ot'neeessirv, and to nVaise nlvs(^f 

• • » • 

foe the <’\eell(‘hee ol’ my eh.oiee, and 
v(ju tor vour ^tlra(‘tihns, whenoH’she 
^ went into a taniruni^ wliich bn^ught on 
a fit of her old disorder.” 


“ Merry on m(\ Ernest/’ (‘xelaimej 
the Duchess—\Ehv u hat a the 
olvl womem i.udvi's about the l)nsniess ! 
Yet sundv I ain of the same tl(‘sh and 

%r 

blood as hersell, and I taney not very 
distant in kin from her. And did not 
she at last constmt to rcCeivO mo us her 
Amghter-in-law 


R(«ceiveyou, my love?? Why Lord 
bless you,” replied Eriui^i, “ she won’t 
hear of such a thing:* so all tliat I can do 
is^to’inunage to gain tliat by ii.slrutagein> 
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which she will not concede to affection. 
I mean to write to Narcissus to gain her 
sanction and .letter of introduction to 
the gay and fashionable circles round 
the various domains of the continent, 
and that once gained, we will visit the 
old Dowager in spit^_ of her teeth.” 

4 

“ I cannot help thinking Itow the old 
lady will frown and rage,” replied the 
duchess. “ Methinks 1 see her, taking 
a pinch of snuff with all the composure 
imaginable, vvhbn you^fmd 1 suddenly 
bolt into the room. ‘ My dear mother,’ 
methinks you say, ‘ receive your chil¬ 
dren to your arras, and let all past anger 
be forgotten.’ ‘ Get out of my sight, 
you disobedient wretch,’ says she; f get 
away from me, for I hate the very sight 
of you; and ac^for you, madam, who 
have dared to marrj’ my son without my 
consent. I’ll have nothing to say to'you.’ 
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And then, Ernest, according to the 
common custom upon these occasions. 
I’ll bond one knee, and beseech her to 
relent, and you will join me ; and then 
.the. old lady wmII fume more and more, 
and vow, and protest, ’ and swear, and 
yefiise, and finally tell ns we grow im- 
pertinentj and— he! he! he! Tell me 
Ernest, how do you like my picture?” 

“ He! he! he!” echoed Ernest. “ It 
is Capitally drawn, my charmer ; and if 
you can lauglif^ it so heartily, why, 
d-n me, my love, so can I.” 

t 

At this period of the telc-d-tUe, Ge- 
imral Zintzcherdizoff was announced, 
and‘almost immediately followed the 
servant »into the apartment, trembling 
from head to foot, like jl^Ieaf shaken in 
the wind, and perspiring from top to 
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toe, with scarcely the ability left him 
to utter a single syllable. 

t 

The duke and duchess were not a 

t 

little alarmed at the agitated appearance 
of the general, Who wap not wont to be 
discomposed by trifles; and Ernest, in¬ 
deed, was so paralyzed with terror, as to 
be utterly unable to ask the meaning of 
the phenomenon. The duchess, how¬ 
ever, who possessed a greater share of 
fortitude and presence of mind, in a few 
moments recovered h<(|elf sufficiently 
to exclaim, “ What, in God’s name, has 
happened, general ?” 

U 

“ Oh madam ! madam !” stamn'/cr,ed 
the general, “ the streets of the town 
are in a complete uproar; the Wbisker- 
andoes have bflended the inHbbitants, 
and I left the latter pelting the former. 
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and the former threateninjj to fire upon 
the latter ; but I begged them to sus¬ 
pend their fury, till 1 should get your 
highness to put yourself at the head of 
your guard, and hasten to the spot, to 

• * f 

quell the symptoms of»riot, which look 
so alarming !” 


“ Me, me, me !” exclaimed Duke 
* 

Ernest. “ Me put myself!—Where ? I 
am in a had slate of health, and you 
mi 4 st excuse me, general. You had 
better dress ytjjirsclf ih my uniform, 
and you will very well pass for me, in 
the hurry, danger, and confusion of the 
moment.” 

W 

“.Cowardly fellow!” cried the du¬ 
chess. V Uf? quickly, if you would de¬ 
serve the name of soUlieii, and shake off 
this disgraceful fit of.apprehension.” 
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At this moment a loud shouting was 
heard in the streets; followed speedily 
by a fire of musketry, on which the ge¬ 
neral, forgetful for a moment of the dig¬ 
nity of the person to whom he addressed 
himself, vociferated, “ What, Sir! will 
your highness sit here, and loiter, while 
the people are being sacrificed r” 

I 

“ Better they than me,” cried Erncsi. 
almost unintelligibly. “ Better a few be 
slain, than for me to venture while fhc 
danger is so great.” 

• He bad scarcely spoke these words, 
before the duchess left her apartment in 
a violent paroxysm of anger, while<-Ge- 
neral2intzcherdizoff in vain endeavo,iJred 
to instil something like courage jnto the 
bosom of the ci^uke, who still sat trem¬ 
bling an<k shaking, in his seat. Some 
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persons there msiy be who would call 
this cautious behaviour bv the name of 
cowardice, but they leave out of their 
'•estimation the quality of the duke. It, 
might have been cowardice in a peasant, 
whose life is of no valu^ to society—of 
none beyond the litUc circle round his 
cottage fire, and consequently, whohas no 
motive of a more exalted nature to regu- 
late his love of self-security. iJut in the 
conduct ot* the duke, the necessary cau¬ 
tion^ which he displayed, was be at-- 
tributed solely to a propei* consideration ' 
for the feelings and interests of all about 
him; he knew full well tlie immense 
consequence of diis own existence, the 
uutiirfcely rupture of which would have 
operated to the overthrow of the whole 
system of the*domestic government. It 
was therefore a duty incymbent upon 
him to take care of tl\at which was of 
such universal value. There was no 
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cowardico in his disposition ; and who¬ 
ever asserts that there was, is guilty of 
the unp-ardonahle sin of treasan against 
•the majesW of rank. 

« 

; 

I 

While the general ,was tl)us engaged 
in trying to induc^o the duke to forget 
the consid(Talion due to his own safety, 

a ^ 

I 

which by the way, was performing a most 

disloyal part, on a sudden, the door of 

•) 

the apartment flew open, and the tinchess 
herself, arrayed in a niilltarv uniform, 
stood before the astonished pair. 1/^ 
said she, in a voice of iiulignant reso¬ 
lution, as she eyed the duke, 1 have 
none of these foolisli apprehensions. 
Since your highness trembles to Appear 
at the head of the regiment, to restore 
the peace of the town, V am, ready to 
occupy the post of honour and danger 
in your stead ; for 1 have long ceased to 
tremble, at the idea of death/^ ' 
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Many persons in the situation of the 
duke, would have felt a sensation of 
pride and* mortification, at this rebuke 
*froin a wife ; bvit his highness was above 
all such feelings. His eyes sparkled 
with d«'light, on porceivuig tliat a sub- 
■stituto had so readily stepped forward 
to undertake the office, who, if she did 
not do inucl' towards saving his fair fame 
from the slur of scandal, would, at 
least, preserve his delicate and illustrious 
persQH from tlic peril which would await 
it in an endeavour to appease a tmnultu- 
oiis populace, stimulated by a tbnst lo 


revenge 


insults daily offered them, and 

* 0 


a licentious solcrtcrv, (lusli^d with tri- 


um|]hfaiid animated by an unlawful and 
insaticJjle desire of plunder, devastation. 


and opprej^sion* 


“ My dear duchess,*; exclaimed Er¬ 
nest, in* a voice of more firmness than 
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he had assumed since General Zintz- 
chcrdizotr had made his appearance— 
‘‘ You really are a prodigy ; ^and I re¬ 
ally am at a loss which most to admire, 
the charms, vaivHi\ or courage oF your 
character. Ziutzclierdizoff, assist me 
to do homage to^luT c'X dted merits. 
Zoundj?, let my mother say e’en whiit 
she will, 1 would in^t be without such a 
wife, no not to he a sovereign of all the 
land between the zones.” 


Gen(3ral ZnUzcherdizoff, thus called 
upon, was con»p(dled to say something. 
Nevertheless he was much puzzled what 
to say; for,* being a consummate cour¬ 
tier, and a wily politician, he vvoilld, not 
for w'orlds utter a single syllablenvhich 
could be interpreted into dis”espect for 
the duke, (x\ which could by possibi- 
lity^ be perverted into disparagement of 
his courage. He therefore, being in 
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much perplexity for a few mon>ents, 
stood and stroked his immense whiskers 
.with much grace and consideration, and 
after the performance of this ceremony, 
vv.hich gave him time to collect his scat¬ 
tered thoughts, hQ hair unintelligibly 
stfjmmered forth—“ •Your highness is 
• doubly blest; and her highness is also 
Jblessed : your highness in having a spouse 
who is thug instigated by all-powerful 
affection to risk her life in the defence 
of ycAir honour and security; and her 
highness, in the posse ssion of a consort 
who is actuated by a proper desire to 
preserve himself for the benefit and de¬ 
light of mankind. 

» 

As the general uttered this harangue, 
which had cost hitn no small pains and 
exertion in the utterance*he made a 
most profound bow, frofn which he had 
but half’raised himself to his pespendi- 
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cular, before liis ears were saluted by a 
reply from the duchess heiself, who, in 
no very soft, nor gentle tones, exclaim¬ 
ed—“ *Tis all false, general; I am not 
blessed in a husband ; for I have picked 
up one who lias no more courage in his 
composition thaur my cockatoo, winch 
flies from a fillip of my finger with as 
much expedition as an untamed larlf 
from the vain fire of a clumsy sports¬ 
man. Don’t tell me of his care, and his 
caution, and all the rest of his thingum¬ 
bobs. I don’t understand much of the 
language of the Fever-isle, but 1 think 
I ,bave heard something which comes 
nearer iny ideas of his conduct, and I 
think it is like cow—cow—cow.’’ . 

ft 

“ Your highness is right in the terna, 
but wrong the application of it,” re¬ 
turned the general. “ Applied to mean 
individuals, the word you alfUde to is 
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of a very opprobrious nature, hut 

attached to an illustrious character, it is 

instantly cnanged into one of the finest 
• 0 
compliments iji the language. Your 

higlinass will pardon me for presuming 

to correct you.'' 

» 

• “ Oh» cer.tainly. General/' answered 

the duchess—for if it be a compli¬ 
ment, I certainly have very much mis¬ 
understood the word ; and since it is so, 
I will *110 longer persist in ajjplying it to 
mv duke, since be must be most noto- 
riously undeserving of it. Would any 
man of spirit—would any other man 
than this duke of mine, sufler his wife, 
whom fie has sworn to defend and pro¬ 
tect, to‘reverse the decree of nature and 
religion, aiftl to put on the habit of a 
man, to give to him that vary protection 
she must naturally ex|f)ect to derive 
from bim ? Don't talk to me about his 
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mcrrit. I say, if he had not spirit to 
ward off danger from his wife, and to 
shew himself a man, he had no biisiness 
to marry me.” 

During this most interesting colloquy, 
Duke Ernest had sat hugging himself in 
his elbow chair,' in a corner, of the room, 
without feeling the least discomposurp, 
or any wish at all to interfere in the 
conversation, not a tittle of which had 
produced the effect of changing, "in any 
degree, his resolution as to how he 
should act. He inwardly vowed, that 
let the duchess scold and rate as much 
as she would, be would not move out 
to face the enemy; at the same time he 
wished not to irritate his spouse ; and 
he considered this a proper period to 
say a word"or two, not by way of justi¬ 
fication, or palliation of his apparent 
pusillanimity, for he considered (that i| 
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needed none, but to soothe and conci¬ 
liate her highness, lest, in tlie early srfage 
of his marriage character, she" might be 
compelled to withdraw from him some 
part of her affbetion. He accordingly 
hummed very audibly three or four 
times, and then rising from his chair, 
adv^anced towards the ‘iidigiiunt partner 

• 

of his bed, ’?%nd taking her hand, ad- 
dressed her—My love, my life^ my 
better [)alf,'*’ said he—“ your accom- 

^ ft 

piishmcnts come upon me with such 
force, that I am utterly unable to stand 
bcfoiv them. By the Lord, and that is 
an o.itli of much weight and solemnity 
in ny country, 1 will take .you to the 
Fcvcr-usle, the moment I hear from Nar¬ 
cissus, aud compel my obstinate old 
mother to receive you with open arms, 
and 1 am certain she must admire and 
love you above all creatures in th^ 
world.” 
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The duchess answered not a word, 

• V . 

but cast a look oi sovereijrn contempt 
upon her spouse, and extricating her 
hand wijth a sudden jerk, which hurled 
his highness half way aeVoss the room, 
she turned to. General Zintzclierclizo'ff, 
and biddins: him lead the wav, and 
provide Jut with a horse, she withfiut 
further hesitation, followed bim into the 
street, vvithont dcit>iiintj^ another glance 
at her spouse, who stood, tlfiindt rstnick 
on tlie very spot whither his wife Iiad 
sent him, without uttering a word. 

The F.ord have mercy upon me 
exclaimed the dnke ie himself, as soon 
as he was lairly rid of his wife the 
general, and had locked himself jil the 
apartment—‘‘ The l^ord liavc merry 
upon me, w hat a termagant J have got 
hold of! My mother, after all, seems 
to have been a little in the right, when 
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she was so inveterate a^iist tliis catch 

of mine. A few montlis ago, atlcl I 

# 

could act ainl s|)eak as I pleased ; there 
^vas no person who dared to call me 
cow—cow—cdw—curse the word: it 
looks^n<;ly written nponf)aper; hut 
as somebody says In the play, ‘ What’s 
h(Vf)our? Will it lu^d a wound &c. 
&c. No, no, after aii, [ am ot opinion 
that safety, solid svcuiity. 'S infinitely 
better than danger and deetli. The Lord 
preserve me from both: 1 was once 

very hear being hroeght jto iny end, 
when my valet and 1—away with the 
thought, it puts me quite out of hu¬ 
mour.” 

Thus did Duke Ernest soliloquize 
while the duehess and tlie general sp<-d 
their way fo the scjiiare where tlis people 
and the soldiery were looking at eaeh 
other with looks of unsurpassed muug- 
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nity. They found that the fire which 
had alarmed them was merely a discharge 
of powder, over the heads of jfhe insur¬ 
gent populace to intimidate them from,* 
taking recourse to acts * of violence, 
which they had been contii^ually fnena- 
c'lng, and which must have led to the 
most fatal and exteVisive conscquencesf. 

4 

The duchess rode most gallantly at' 
the head of the town guard, and sup¬ 
ported by General Zinfzcherdizolf and 

f 

many other ofhcers, to the scene of the 
tumult, and with In r sword in her hand, 
commanded the populace to fall back, and 
instantly atlvancing bt,’twixt them anil 
the Whiskeratuloes, waved her hg^nd to 
procure silence, and addressed herself 
to the multitude « ith siudi courage and 
energy of expression, that in' a quarter 
of an hour tlit; v\ liole groupe gave her 
three hearty cIkcis and dispersed. 
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You have done it nobly, mjjfdam/' 
exclainled the general, taking off his hat, 
and bowing in token of admiration of her 
gallant conduct* 

• ^ 

1 have acted as it became my rank,** 
vsaid the duchess, guiding her horse back 
to her residence—and if the duke had 
done as much, 1 should not have had to 
blush for his misconduct. What a fool 
was J to unite myself with such a~” 

“ Careful and illustrious consort,** 
interrupted the general, and before the 
duchess replied, they had arrived at their 
destination. 

The duke was still locked in bis apart* 
ment, indulging himself in reveries most 
pleasing to his fancy, when the duchess 
assailed the door and his ears at the same 
time, with repeated blows and an excla- 
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Hiatio^f—“ Come, come, my gallant 
spouse, you may venture to shevv your 
j^racious jjhiz now without any appre¬ 
hension of consequences. •! have dis¬ 
persed the danger, and have returned, 
without scar, or wound, or terror, to 
congratulate you oit the glorious issug 
of your gallantry by substitute!’* 

t 

4 

“ Your raillery is eqiia 1 tp your spi¬ 
rit, my dear duchess,” said the duke, 
as he unlocked the door of the apart¬ 
ment— “ I am very ready to surrender 
the palm to\ou, for you richly deserve 

it; but come, love, be serious, and let 

• • 

me hear from you the particulars.” 

“ You may learn thetja from'your 
general,” retorted the duchesrf, haugh¬ 
tily— white^-I disarm myself; and 
when you lesrii to shew a little of that 
gallantry which is necessary to uphold a 
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man, wu may hope to gain some'portion 
of that esteem, which your present uil> 
worthy pusillanimity and carelessness 
my safety, have banished fron) my bo¬ 


som. 


j I 


* So saying, she hastily brushed by her 
spouse, and passed out at the opposite 
door of the apartment, leaving him to 
gather consolation for the contempt from 
the pily and courtier-like tongue of the 
prudent and politic Zintzdherdizoff. 
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CHAP. VII. . 


Some lUth insight into the character of Lady Char^ 
lotie Camhray^The sentiments of the Fever^ 
islanders lespecting her—A tribute to the virtues 
of Nurcisiiu—Jarrings and discords — Pettish¬ 
ness of «!{<>, and independence o/youfh—A letter 
and a journey. 


f 

Tup. Duchess of Whelps had no sooner 

got rid of Narcissus, than she wrote the 

epistle introductory, w^iich the latter 

sent to Duke Ernest, and having finished 

this task to her own satisfaction, sne 

# 

dispatched a servant in search of Lady 
Charlotte, whom she resolved*^to chas¬ 
tise without dt4ay, for the rude disre- 
spect with which she had behaved during 
the visit oY her father. 
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Lady Charlotte had tripped into the 
forestyupon her usual ui<>rnu!u;’5^ ramble, 
and had made her way to tli*' cottage of 


a poor, though industrious peasant, 
whom mislbrtune harl pressed down 
with its heavy hand ; «nd ivho had, for 
some weeks, been a pensioner on her 
bounty, without which himself and his 
family- w’ould, in all probability, have 
perished from want. 


Well, Richard,” said her ladyship, 
as she tripped gaily into’the cottage, for 
she had completely forgotten, by this 
time, all the rebukes of h<'r grandmother 
and her father.* “ Well,. Uichartf, and 
how is your wife this morning ? I hope 
Dr..Fcverden sent the medicine to her 
yesterd‘<y', al I ordered him ; and I hope 
your youngest girl is geyiing the better 
of her illness.” 
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“ May heaven eternally bless your 
ladyshiji^’s charitable heart and hand/' 
said the grateful peasant, almosC. suffo« 
cated by 4he excess of his feelings; 
“ bdt for your kind interference, my 
Mary had by this time been snatched 
from me, and perhaps my child ,* and I 
myself been doomed to wander and ask 
my bread, perhaps of the hard-hearted 
and the proud. Your goodness, angelic 
lady, has snatched me from the fear of 
this degradation, and we all live to pray 
for blessings on'your head.” 


When Lady Charlotte discovered this 
fomily, the poor man had been thrown 
from a horse, and had his leg broken; 
he was lying at an ale-house,'i by.the 
side of the forest: some 'person had 
communicated ,his situation to her lady¬ 
ship, and her su^ptible breast imme> 
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diately caught the glow of benevolencej 
and stimulated her to go in person and 
ascertain the truth of the narrative. She 


found his state even more pitiable thap 
description* had painted it. There was 
a cottage uninhabited, in the wood; 
thither she caused him to be moved, or* 
*dered a skillful surgeon to set the frac* 
tured liftib, sent to the neighbourrag 
town for his wife and family to nurse 
him, an8 gave them ample means -of 
support. In a few nights, the po6r 
woman, through excessive fatigue, was 
taken in premature labour, and mus't 
have died but for an uncommon ex* 
ertion of medk;ai skill;. the infant pt^ 
rished, the mother, after a severe strug¬ 
gle,* was restored, and the family was 
again ip aA improving state of health 
and happiness. 


Lady Charlotte never failed to make 


i 
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her morning visit to this seat and scene 
of her benevolence, to give some token 
of her charity to the grateful r«^dents. 
Was it to be wondered at, that the Fever- 
islanders should love this iady ? Is it 
matter of any asjtonishment, that they 
should have looked forward with all the 
eagerness of hope and joy, to the pro¬ 
bable time, when, according to the course 
of nature, and the law of the island, the 
possession of the manor should devolve 
upon her? No:—the poor hailed the pros¬ 
pect as the commencement of a political 
millennium, when trouble and penury 
should be banished from the estate ; and 
the ridher tenants anticipated an age of 

unlimited enjoyment of glory and pros- 

« 

perity: for none would admit the po,ssi- 
bility that the hand which was ever open 
to the calls of sweet pity, could at any 
time be extended to oppress or en¬ 
slave. 
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‘These anticipations were built upon 
the certain conviction that the iyustrious 
NarciJt^us could not live for ever. 

“ Would it please heaven,” the Fever- 

• • 

islanders w«re unanimously wont to say, 
tkat our Narcissus could be immortal^ 
we would wish no other lord of the 
inanor; but as he must, woe to tell, like 
all other^ mortals, die, It is matter of 
high consolation, that we can look to 
the proj^ect of a successor so well 
worthy to sit upon his seat, to perp€K 
tuifte his benignant mgasures, and to 
extend the glory of his presidency to 
the instruction, the advantage, the won¬ 
der, and the admiration of ages which 
are^et unborn !’* 

Lady Charlotte was engaged in the 
heavenl/ office of dispensing her bene¬ 
volence, when one of 4lie pages of the 
duchess made his appearance, with a 

H 5 
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message from his mistress, desiring her 
ladysbij^’s immediate presence at the 
eastle. The orders of. the serv^t were 

peremptory, for as soon as he had 

, * 

delivered his errand, he stood, contrary 
to usual form and custom, waiting for 
some reply to' his message, without 
being daunted or discomposed by thp 
astonished looEs of Lady Chitjrlotte. 

** Well, you have delivered your 
Eaessage, and you need not wait,’’ was 
the reply whicb her ladyship gave, dftcr 
some short pause. 

“ Your ladyship will pardon me,” 
returned the page, but 1 am ordered 
to take your ladyship back- to the caStle 
with me.” 

To taite me back, fellow,” retorted 
Lady Cbarfc^te, darting a look of min> 
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gled anger and contempt at the trembling 
servant—“ Get you gone to your mis¬ 
tress, and tell her 1 shall come when 1 
. have finished my walk.” And saying 
this, her ladyship turning away from 
.the«page, and addressing herself to 
Richard, asked him “ iY he would pro¬ 
tect her from the persecution of a me¬ 
nial ?” 

* 

“ Protect your ladyship,” exclaimed 
Richard, who was sufficiently recoverei^ 
to ^ride vigorously towards the doorr* 

** Ay, will I, and to the very last drop 
of my blood too; and ill luck follow the 

Fever-islander who would not be proud 

• • 

to lay down his life for you. 

The page,* who had still rensained- 
lurking about her ladyship even after she 
had given him the rebulce, no sooner 
heard the menace, and saw the looks and 
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attitude of the peasant, who had seized 

his crutch, and was most terrifically 

brandishing it above his heady than, 

without waiting for more words, he 

suddenly turned on his heel, and made 

a rapid movement towards the castl^ 

« 

t' 

• The scoundrel,"‘Said Richard, as h^ 
saw the dependant trudging homewards 
precipitately, “ had he stayed squinting 
round your ladyship three, minutes 
more, I would have tried the strength 
of my wooden horse across his periera- 
nium ; and, for tear the sneaking rascal 
should again offer to shew your lady¬ 
ship any molestation, 1 will see your 
ladyship all the way to the castle, if it is 
your pleasure to go fjhat way, and if net, 
my humble services shall, attend your 
ladyship wherever you may please to 
walk.” 
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• Lady Charlotte felt restored and 
cheered by the grateful peasant’s alacrity 
and zeaJ in her service ; tor although she 
knew full well that the servant had 
acted according to the orders of hii 
.mistfess, and that the utmost eflTorts of 
her protector could nftt avail to rescue 
her from the anger, of the duchess, and 
whatever consequences might ensue 
from it, yet she was too gay of heart, 
and her disposition was too lively and 
sanguine to allow her to dwell much 
upem this as a subject of gloom and 
despondency. 

“ 1 thank you, my good friend,” re¬ 
turned Lady Charlottei’oryour kind 
ofler, and shi»ll certainly avail myself of 
it, ak I walk to the castle, for 1 have 
no wisliJto endure a repetition of such 
an insult to my rank, ^s* that which I 
have just been doomt!d to receive." 
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Richard expressed the pleasure he 
felt in being able to prove his fide> 
lity to her, and her ladyship maved to 
the castle, followed at a humble dis> 
fance by her guardian, whose eyes were 
directed to every part of the forest, in. 
search of any object which might me¬ 
nace the progress of Lady Charlotte, an4 
thus give him the opportunity^of signa¬ 
lizing himself in her defence. 

They had just turned an angle of the 
forest, which was somewhat more abrapt 
than usual, when Richard suddenly 
espied the very page who had befere 
been .lurking about, secreting himself 
behind a thic^ oak near which lay,the 
path. Without appearing to notice the 
spy, as if«by accident, heq^ickenedT his 
step^ and came within a pace ot* two of 
Lady Charlotte,., and just as they ar- 
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rived at the place of the fellow’s con¬ 
cealment, Richard made a spring to the 
spot, and seizing the intruder l>y the 
neck, dragged him forth. 

* I 

. Finding himself in the severe gripe of 
his enemy, the menial dropped upon bis 
lyiees before Lady Charlotte, and in- 
treated that he might be allowed to 
escape impunished, declaring that be 
had only, acted by command of the 
duchess, to whom he did not dare to 
return without accomplishing the ob¬ 
ject of his errand, and taking back with 
him her ladyship into the presence of 
his mistress. He vowed, howevpf, if 
her ladyship would order him to be dis¬ 
charged, that, at all risks and ha^ 

zards*. he would, make.- the bt^Bt of bis 

* » 

way to the castle alone, and would de¬ 
liver to the duchess any atessage wt»t". 
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ever with which her ladyship might 
chuse to entrust him. 

f 

Lady Charlotte felt that to punish the. 
servant for obeying the •orders of his 
mistress, Avould be most iicpolUic as 
well as most unjust; slje therefore desired 
Richard merely to detain him until she 
had reached the castle, without offeringr 
him anv violence; and as soon a"! he • 
was assured that she had sat«dy r'^ached 
her destination, to eive the creature 
liberty, and leave him to shift for himself 
as well as he con id. 

Richard complied, and Lady Char¬ 
lotte, after receiving the servant’s thanks 
for dealinsr so lenientlv v.'ith him, and 
his repeated assws’ances of future attach¬ 
ment to her person and devotedness to 
her interests" set forward towards the 



/nd fifteen. 


161 


castle, where, after a walk of about 
five minutes, she safely arrived, and 
was proceeding straight to her apart- 
•ment, when, in crossing onQ of liie gal¬ 
leries, she was met by the duchess her¬ 
self. 


•‘So! so! madam!** returned the 
duchess,' tlie mr)m('nt she saw F^ady 
Charlotte, “ you have returned to the 
castle atla^ft! IVay come with me to 
luy chamber, for I want to have a little 
conversation with you gif the strange¬ 
ness of your heliaviour, alikediscredituble 
« * 

to yourself and me.” 

Saying this, without allowing Lady 
Charlotte a moment*.s time for reply, the 
duchess lajd hold of her by the arm, and 
led her through the whole si^ite of apart¬ 
ments which interven^tT betwixt the 
gallery and bpr owm, while her ladyship, 
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-without offering the least resistance to 
the violence, secretly revolved in her 
mind in what manner it would be most 
becoming to reply to the interrogatories 
which she anTicipated. 


Lady Charlotte, first of all, weighed the 
situation $ind rank of the duchess, which 
placed her so high, according to the 
statutes and forms of the island, as to 
render it dangerous for any individual to 
offer her grace any direct insult. At 
the same time, thought her ladyship, 
that the law protects her from receiving 
injury, ought it not to prevent her from 


offering it; and if she does offer it, is not 
such an act a virtual justification ofreta- 

i ' 

liatory'measures ? Ueason answered the 
question in the affirmative ; ,and added 
that laws were only to be observed so long 
as they were in unison with reason and 
with equity. Besides her ladyship called 
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to mind her own rank and dignity in the 
island, which were very conspicuous, 
and were fenced round with most pecu- 
liar enactments, to prevent them from 
being attacked with impunity. Pride 
here came to her ladyship’s assistance, 
and brought forward such powerful ar- 
. gufhents to [Trove that she ought to keep 
up a charatter of independent dignity, 
and not tamely to submit to insult, that 
by the tim5 she had reached the apart* 
thents of the duchess, Lady Charlotte 
had made up her mind notrto brook any 
officious interference with her conduct, 
not even from her grace herself. 

“ Now, madam," demanded the du- 

• % 

chess,.in a most haughty and imperious 
toneof voi^e, inform me bow you can 
justify your disrespectful ^eatment of 
your father and me, dugng his late visU; 
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and do not think that I shall pass lightly 
over the affair.” 

And here the duchess had recourse to 
her snufF-box, to which she applied with 
such violence, as to raise a cloud about 
her, of such strength of odoriferous fra¬ 
grance, that it was some ff^inutes before 
Lady Charlotte could ceas*e sneezing, 
and make an answer :— 

Madam,” said her ladyship, as soon 
as she was a little composed, and sum¬ 
moning all her nati\e dignity to her aid, 
“ 1 am disposed to pay respect both to 
your grace and my father, so long as I 
find I am respected by both; but'vvhen 
you cease to treat me with a pro, er de¬ 
gree of’decorum, it is then that I feel 
myself absolved from the duty of pay¬ 
ing deference, which is no longer war¬ 
ranted.” 
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“Mercy on mo, Miss IVrt !”^ cried 
the duchess, “ is this your language to 
jsie ? Well, then, since you are^not to be 
won to good iTehaviour by any kindness 

which .1 can shew you, I toll you I have 

• ^ 

your father s authority to use measures 
of a severer ivjpect.” 

4 

% 

• “ As to kindness, madam,” returned 
Lady Charlotte, “ you have not endoa- 
noured to win me by any such means; 
and il* my father has so far.forgolten his 
own dignity and mine, as to menace 
severer measures, I am determined to 
resist them." 

9 

“You are, tnadam prateapace, are 
you ?” vocilerafced the difSTJes*; “^ou are 
determined to resist them, eh? And this 
is the kind oflanguage you fhink proper 
to hold with me—with me, the Duchess 
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of Whelps! Very well, madam, then 
we’ll see—yes, yes, we’ll see which will 
avail most, my menace or your’s. I’lj 
lock you up, you ungracious hussey. 
I’ll lock you up—I will—I will.”- 

“ Madam,” returned La(^y Charlotie, 
“ you shall use force to lock me up; 
and if you do use force, I will do all I 
can to rouse the Fever-islanders to come 
to my rescue; for perhaps your grace 
has forgotten,,,in the midst of your haste 
and anger, whom I am.” 

“-You, you, you !” responded the 
duchess. “ You are a saucy little ^bag- 
ga^e, that is what you are; and as for 

the Fever-i^ahuers, if they dare to come 

* 

aad shew any of their airs about my 
castle, it will be bad enough for some 
of them, I'll warrant: so now, miss, if 



.AND FIFTEEN. 


167 


you wish to avert my anger, get down 
upon your knees this very uiomenf, and 
express your contrition for the past.” 


I am little accustomed to express 
that which I do ijot fcei," said Lady 
Charlotte, in a resolute tone; and be 

•assured, madam, if \oiir grace is so ready 

• • 

tp forget ',my dig*iity, 1 shall not lose 
sight of it, nor degrade it, by humbling 
mjk’sell' before any person. And now, 
if yoiv grace has done with me, allow 
me to request permission to retire to my 
chamber as soon as may be/^ 


Your assurance is intolerable,” 

cried4he duchess; but Til find means 

> 

to it, and to rediu?^jt.yAU (o obe¬ 

dience.* G«t along to your chamber; 
and mind me, miss, see you do not leave 
it again until 1 send for you. However 
1 shall s^t a person to watch over you. 
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‘while I go in search of your father ; and 
let me tell vou, miss, that when I re- 
turn, you may perhaps not find my an¬ 
ger quite so light and sq contemptible 
as you seem to imagine it now. 1*11 
find a way to bring you down, I’ll war¬ 
rant !” 

<r 

Lady Charlotte stopped to hear the 
coYieliision of the sentence, aiiil then 

M 

turning round to the duchess, without 

«• 

uttering a word in reply, dropped a 
most iormal curtesy, and immediately 
made the best ot her way to her ' part* 
ment, dt'tennined, w ithout del ly, to ad¬ 
dress a lettei** to her (ffther; which, al¬ 
though it might produce no kind of 
alleviation^fJlM‘i^situation, would'be in- 

*• r 

teresting and important, inasiuneh that 
it would shww to him that she consider- 
ed herself undei! the protection of the 
law's and usages of the manor, and that 
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she knew herowa dignity and iniporlr> 
ance in the estate, and was determined 
not silently to allow them to he infring- 
■*ed, nor to endure any thing’which she 

w *' 

.considered an unbecoming insult, with* 
but m'aking a formal prcktest against it. 

She accordingly sat herself down to 
her writing-table, and without much be- 
‘sitation, penned the following letter to 
Narcissus.* 


“ Dear father.—If you Commissioned 

“ my grandmother to endeavour to use 

% 

“ austere measures with me to make m« 

m 


a 

at 

tt 

C( 

a 


humble, and to call heraosterity kind* 
n^s ; if yqu gave her authority to 
wawe all respect for ter and 

ranl(, aryi to treat me as unceremoni¬ 


ously as she would one o£her waiting 
women ; if you have desired her to 
deprive me, first of my spirit, ^nd then 


von. I. I* 
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“ of my liberty, you have taken a wrong 
raetho'l either to make me love you, 
“ or to respect her. I have feelings 
which require to be consulted and ac- 
commodated as well as she has, and 
“ you have ; and 1 arn sure you would 
“ consider me a disgrace to your family 
“ and your name, if you supposed me 
“ so mean as to submit to such arbi- 
“ trary conduct without resistance. 
“ This, be assured, I shall not do. 
“ Whatever harsh steps are taken with 
** me, they nui^t be carried into execu- 
“ tion by force;, and as far as 1 have the 
“ power, the tenants of the manor shall 
“ be acquainted with all your proceed- 
ings, and they shall judge between us, 
'* and 1 rely confidently on the result. 

Charlotte.” 

ir 

By one of her own pages she dispatch¬ 
ed this letter to Richard, with iustruc- 
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tions to him to get it forwarded to her 
father immediately, and having done 
thfs, she felt a degree of satisfaction to 
which she had before been a stranger^, 
and looked forward to all the possible 
consequences of the Anger of her father 
and her grandmother, with a composure 
which was not to be surpassed. 

In the mean time, the duchess, pro¬ 
voked almost to madness by the obsti¬ 
nate contradiction of Lady Charlotte, 

• * " 

vented her spleen and ill nature upoa 
all her attendants. Waiting women, 
pages, and footmen alternately felt the 
effects of her ill-humour* which fell in«> 
dis’criminatel^ upon all. “ Am l,’*said 
she to he|sqif—“ I tv lived till 

these years in high rank and oonsiiera- 
tion to be now treated iif this way by 
a young chit who *is not arrived at. 
years of discretion ? Not noj I'll tkke ■ 

I *? 
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pretty decisive measures to punish the 

saucy hussey, and to prevent any such 

% 

treatment in future, or bye and bye, 1 
shall lose all my dignity, and conse-^ 
quence, and be accounted of no more 
note or weight in the manor, than an 
old woman who sells her apples at the 
corners of streets.” 


Thus did the duchess talk to herself; 
thus did she fume and fret, for upwards 
of an hour after Lady Charlotte had left 
her ; and, having worked herself up to a 
pitch of indignation and fury which 
mocked ail kind of controul, she ordev- 

• t 

ed her principal female attendant to pre¬ 
pare'herself to accompany'her, and cii- 
reOted a fitirfi^'e" to be got ready with 
all e^pedilRon to convey them'" to the 
residence of Karcissus; for the duchess 
inwardly made a vow not to lie down 
irr her bed'untH she had concerted with 
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her son some mode of reducing the 
termagant spirit of his daughter, and 
teaching her to behave herself to Ijei 
betters w'lthr that decorum and respect 
oftvhich she'seemed at present practi'* 
cally to know w very little. 
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CHAP. VIIL 


IfartUsuB in the dumps^^omeihing ahovjt p(ynsci-> 
\ encBy which may or may not he relevant^An 
hypothesiS’^Visit of the duchesst pnd its result-^ 
A tour projected^A bit of a secret, and a due 
proportion of caution. 


When the Duchess of Whelps ar¬ 
rived arthe manpr house, Narcissus was 
very fortunately alone; an^ perhaps^ 
what Was equally fortunate, his highness 
was not in the best "temper imaginable. 
He hdd just been reviewing some little of 
')>is past conduct, and this shews that the 
gr^test of men, notwithstanding they 
are in general so entirely surrounded by 



AND FIFTEEN. 


174 

all the pleasures and gaieties of life, have 
their moments of reflection, when con> 
science wakes and goads them for the 
follies or vices of which they have been 
guijty. Although the illustrious ones of 
the earth are so4iigh ahd'so puffed up with 
consequence, that we are told even a cat 
must no^t mew ajt them; yet that littl6 
sharp monitor which heaven has im- 
planted yi every human breast, pays very 
little courtesy at the shrine of greatness^ 
but will and does just ag soon prick the 
mightiest as the meanest of the crea¬ 
tures of Providence. 


^ What mieht have been the ej^iact tenes 
of the thoughts of Narcissus at this 
ment we pretend ffot "Reassert.—Theif 
author billy presumes to state the 
ternal words and actions of those ofj 
whom be writes; *his cognizance ex- 
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tends not to the heart. Perhaps Nar- 
, cissus had been pondering upon his 
treatment ot' his innocent wife, of her 
whom he had beguiled from a foreign 
shore, aud brought into a land of stran¬ 
gers, and then, in* violation of his vov/ 
and his. duty, had deserted her, and 
doomed her to as mucji of ignominy as 
ire could heap upon her. Perhaps be 
was calling to mind political ^promises 
Tvhicl) he had with as little conscien¬ 
tiousness broken ; and of the mischiefs 
svbich he had brought upon the Fever* 
4sle, by continuing about his person ad¬ 
visers,* who were in general obnoxious 
to the tenants, because Vhey had been 
detected in the commissv^n of mal- 
ffactices wh4cfr*hatl a tendency to' in¬ 
jure* the character and lessen tire value 
of tlie estate,‘‘and, whom the deputies 
.of the manor bad oitce pronounced to be 

t 

very unworthy of the confidence which 
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Narcissus reposed in them. Perhaps-^ 
but we will go to more certain matter. 

No sooner had tlie duchess entered 
the room than she threw herself down 
upon a sofa, and taking out her snuff- 
l^x, began mftst plentifully to regale 
Jher nose,,not omitting to bespatter her 
costly garments with a due portion of 
the pulverized essence, and this to Nar- 

m 

cissus was as plain an indication of 
something wrong, as if he had beard her 
orftMy declare that it wa^ so ; he accord* 
ingly stroked his faceoutintb a more than 
ordinary length, sighed very deeply and 
then gradually approacl^ed the dbchesa, 
and when Im had advanced within half 
a* pace of the sofa, according to due) 
form of filtal politeness^Tie* offered to 
take her hand. * 

The duchess, however, snatched’dway 


. I ^ 
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her hand the moment it came in contact 
with that of Narcissus, and very em« 
phatically exclaimed—“ What with my 
son Ernest, and your daughter, Narcis¬ 
sus, 1 am almost plagued, out of my 
reason; and if you do not take your 
young hussey in band, I am determined, 
once for all, to give her up out of my, 
tuition and custody.” , 

** What in the name of heayen has 
happened DOW,my dear madam?" asked 
Narcissus, in a, tone of apparent ccu- 
cern and wonder. 

What has happened ? Why enough 
has happened to turn my poor old 
brain,” responded the duchess, and.then 
she began to fetaleall the circumstances 
with* which the reader is already *ac- 
quainted, relative 'to the behaviour of 
Lady Charlotte Cambray, colouring the 
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whoIe*according to her taste, and inter* 
larding the narrative with a great deal 
of new matter with which it not ne* 
cessary that the reader should be ac«- 
quainted, tmd winding up* the whole 
wit^«a most violent philippic against 
saucy and disobedi&nt children and 


’grandchildren, and an assertion that she 
had not suffered so much in the rearing 
of all her own lawfully begotten sons 


and daughters (and by the way the/ 
had been a little difficult to manage) as 


she had by this one plaguey girl of 
Narcissus. 


Narcissus listened to the whole very 
patiently, and •then inode'stly enquired of 
his mother '^\ybat she wished him to do^ 
The duchoas, in bsief^'H^^ld^.^ him that 
nothing*could tame a shrew but oasti* 
gation^ confinement, jand^asting; and, ' 
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as his daughter certainly had alt the 
qualifications of one of these ladies, be 
must eitlkir sanction such modes of 
treatment, or take her home and manage 
her as he would. 

■ # 

This was what Narcissus could not, by 
any means, consent to; seeing, amongst 
'Other objections, that there might be 
many ladies admitted to high rule and 
consequence in the manor>hou%e, whose 
examples and characters did not pecu¬ 
liarly suit for the imitation of a young 
lady of high rank and expectations such 
as Lady Charlotte; he therefore, without 
hesitation, gave bis mother full power 
and authority, under his own hand, (for 
she wotthl not be satisfied with his bale 
word,) to Kse'tiJerciVe measures, to bring 
this c unmanageable daughter to a *due 
sense of the i^e(t she owed to those 
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who had been entrusted with the care of 
her. 

When the dflfchess had gained this 
point, she*wa 9 a great deal more com'< 

• posdd, and consented to stay and dine 
with Narcissus, whfch was always a 
‘token that she was well pleased; and- 
aftcr shejiad taken her meal, she ordered' 
her carriage, and drove homewards, not 
a little plated with the success of her 
mission, and vowing that Miss Pert 
should soon feel the po^er with which 
she was vested, and which should be 
applied with such jjiulicious rigour, as 
very quickly to produce the most bene* 
fieial results. 

A 

In the mean tirile, NitVcieaus, who 
begtfn.th tire of the sameness of thogay 
scene around, and had some weeks 
wished to get a little out of the troubles 
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and plagues which seemed to multiply 

about him, in the heat of the moment, 

while theNvine gave to him a 6ctitiou3 

• 

gaiety, planned and determined upon a 
journey through the island," to take a 
little sporting diversion, and to hojiour 
some of the principal of bis tenantry with 
his presence at their dwellings, to par-' 
'take of their hospitality. 


There was one tenant in particular, 
called Hartshorn, who was more than 
any of the other^ a favourite with Nar¬ 
cissus : and that perhaps more on ac¬ 
count of a comely wife which he pos¬ 
sessed,* than of any qualifications to 
command esteem, which belonged to 
himself. This spouse qi Hartshofn 
had, by soand’tlTeanS, contrived to make 
great progress in the favour of Narcissus, 
in so much tlTht she had an influence in 
his mansion, and in*the island in general, 
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which no one else could boadt; but as 
to what she yielded to Narcissus, in re» 
turn for all this favour and. influence, 
•narrators differ very widely, both in ask 
section and Opinion. 

It is not necessary here and now to 

g 9 into all the merits of this matter, 

seeing that the connection, good or bad, 

* 

’ commenced long before the period of 
this histocy, and consequently cannot 
correctly come within the autbor'a 
cogi.izance; it is sufliciqpt for his pur¬ 
pose to state the fact of the acquaintance, 
and to say, that it led to a resolution 
now to visit the residence^ of this Harts- 
hor,n in the country, with the avowed 
deli^n of rusticating, for a short time, 
and sojourning away* from ^d^oils and 
folliel of* high life. 

Mahpny, who was always deligh'ted 
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at the idea of a country ramble, seconded 
the proposal of Narcissus with such 
ardour, and descanted so feelingly upon 
the propriety of recreation after toil, 
and the necessity of indulging in a little 
change of this description, to keop the 
faculties of the mind m good tune and 
order, that Narcissus feit his rising^le- 
sire for the journey rapidly grow into a 
determination to carry it into immediate 
execution, while the summer shed its 
beauties around the landscapes of the 
Fever-isle. 

And when,” asked Mahony, ‘‘ is it 
the pleasure of your highness that pre¬ 
paration should be made for your jour^ 
ney ?” And Mahony looked most a^nki- 
ousiy in ""the Tace' of *"hi3» master, to 
catch something like a glimriierihg of 
the nature orthe*xreply which was to 
folfow. 
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Narcissus relapsed into a deep study 
ibr some minutes,’ during whkh hope, 
. doubt and fear alternately predominated 
in tlic bosom of his confident,* who hated 
,to st*e Narcissus serious for a single 

I 

moment, lest wisdom should by any ac> 
trident pop into^is brain : and he knew 

full well, tliat the moment she found a 

• 

residence there, he must needs surrender 
the influence he had acquired. 

Aji length his master, raising his eyes 
from the'ground, on which they had in* 
voluntarily fallen, looked full in the face 

m 

ofMahony, and after a short pau^e, re* 
plied, “ Why,* my boy,’ we will start 
nekt week, a^ 1 would fain hop* that 1 
shalf have a little more leistffemow than 
I have had for some time past. Oh, 
Mac,” (for thus did I^rcit4ue familiarly 
call his confident whhn he was in good 
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humour,) ‘‘ I have had much toil and 
trouble hitely—great trials of my Intel- 

t « 

lectual strength; and if I had not been* 
endowed with a good portion——*’ 

Mahony knew*perfeotly well when to 
throw in a word withiefiTect; and thiii 

* f f 

was one of the opportunities which 
Narcissus most kindly threw in his way, 
in order that he might make,a suitable 
response. He made a brief pause after 
the word “ portion,and shookr his 
head very emphatically, while Mahony, 
without any hesitation or diificulty, 
gracefully threw in his complimentary 
fire. 


“ Yes,-. Sir,” interrupted Mahony, 
if you had not been blessed with a 
superabundant portion of intellectual 
strjpngtb, egad; 1 don’t kuow^ what 
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would have become of the Fevef-isle, 
not I. 1 fancy we must all b^ve gone 
down in the general ' wreck of matter/ 
as Cato says.** 

Narcissus looked very condescendingly 

at* his flatterer, and smiled most tour- 

, « • 

teously, as if to say,," You are a shrewd, 
clever, and most useful follower!” And 
Mahony understood the language of the 
look, and in a courtier-like manner, 
madee bow of gratitude it| reply. 

“ Mahony,” said Narcissus—'* I say, 
Mahony ; come, come nearer; I’ll let 
you jnto a bit of a secret; but you must 
be ver^ close; .very close indeed, Mac ; 
silent as—-asxa-as^-whbt ? Why silent 
as a dun/b waiter! D—-n me, you 

must not whisper it to yourse'if in bed. 

* 

It- 

.Then did Mahony make a most pro- 
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found bowj even to the very ground, 

*1 

and, laying his hand upon his left breast, 
and Jiftmg his eyes most devoutly to the 
ceiling of the room (the ‘Substitute for 
heaven) he swore by all that w''s holy 
and honourable, that' whatever his gra¬ 
cious' master entrusted la),his keeping, 
should be kept as close concealed from 
the knowledge of all the world, as 
tongue could keep it. 

Narcissus jipon this drew *Mahony 
very close to him, and, in a half-whisper, 
asked, if he knew the reason why the 
Duchess of Whelps was so very much 
enraged against his brother Ernest, and 
his new duchess, and why she refused 
to receive fhem ? 

• 

Whereupon M^ihony shook his head 
very eloquently, and lest the shaking 
should dot be understood, added the 
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simple monosyllable “ no !*' “Why then 

I’ll tell you,” re^i^d Narcissus*—“ but 
, • 

as you hope for salvation here and here* 
after, be mutn.^ You stupicLdog, why 
i^y brother Cantab was to have had her, 
to be sure. My niothet had made up 


tliie match with such pains and labour, 
for you know Cantab is her favourite, 
^nd she coiild not bear Ernest, and she 


had written to all her relations on the 
siubject, and it was considered as a done , 


thing, till the young duchess clapped 
her eyes upon Ernest, and then, what¬ 
ever he said to her nobody can teii, but 
somehow or other, the bargain, fron^that 
very moment, w3s completely off. And 
do you know, lyiac, what followed upon 
this ?’* 


Mahony, of course,^ansvTefed in the 
negative, and Narcissus resumed—“ Why 
the duchess wrote a long letter to the 
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young duchess, and told her what a set 
of companions ErnesV iiad, wenches and 

i 

wild chaps, and advised her, as she va^ 
"lued her o.wn peace of mind and happi¬ 
ness, not to have any thing to.say tcf 
him ; and she 'threw40ut a hint or two 
also about her fickleness in first chusing 
to have Cantab, and then changing to 
Ernest; and told her this was what was, 


usually called coquetry, or something 
like'it, and God forgive her 'i she judg¬ 


ed harshly, but she never tiiOUght,.well 
of those who were guilty of it; and as. 


for her marrying Eyuest, if she was bent 
upon« such a wild-goose scheme, she 
thought it nothing more than right to 
tell her that she never .vquld consent to 
any such4lring ; and if this, marriage did 
take place, she would never countenance 


it, nor receive diem at her mansion, 

'ta- 

they might depend On it.” 
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At this part of the recital, Mahony 
held up his hands with much appear¬ 
ance of wonder, and exclaimed—Then 
the duchess would have been *willinar 

that Duke Cantab should have had the 
•• • 

la'dy, provided there bad been no altera¬ 
tion in her opinion of him.” 
t 

• • 

“ Exactlv so,” returned Na-cissus—■ 
* and so"«'ly has it galled the old lady 
that her interdiction produced so little 
eiTeot; and a devil of an outcry L is she 
made fioout it, writing letters to all the 
world, and hading terrible fault both 
with Ernest and thd duchess. E’or me, 
although she has tried hard ro bring* me 
into^he quarrel, I have hitherto contriv¬ 
ed to keep myself pretty clear^; for I see 
no necessity for kicking up sucli a dust 
about it. if they like each otjaer, wh*y 
in God's name shouUf they be sepa¬ 
rated ?” - * 
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“ Your highness always judges hbe> 
rally and benevolentlv,” exclaimed Ma- 
hony—“ ’but few are so generous and 
rCnlFghtened as you are. I perfectly agree 
• in your highness’s opinion, and think 

the duke and ^uchess ought most as- 

■ 

suredly to be forgiven—-if you think 
so,” 


The saving “ if” was of great benefit 
to Mahony to this instance, for Narcis¬ 
sus had begun to think his confident 
had ha2arded an opinion rather too bold¬ 
ly, and was preparing to give him a 
check, when the humble “ if” stepped 
in, and arrested the progress of the cen-* 
sure. The countenance of Narcissus 
instantly relaxed, and in lieu of the 
angry frown, good humour took its sta¬ 
tion and resigned supreme. “ You must 
mind, Mac, and^-ie mum,” whispered 
he very graciously, putting his finger to 
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liis mouth, to tn^c his* meaning more 
intelligible. 


Mahony pjijt bis finger to hi§ mouth 
the, same tiifte, by way of making a 
fcfily equally intejligibl^ and emphatic, 
ai]d then laid his hand on his hearty and 
caUed heaven to deal so to him as he 
kept the soerct. On which Narcissus 
"expressed himself fully satisfied, and the 
happy paii^ separated, the one to seek 
amusement in the charms of beauty and' 
the bottle, and the other t» indulge in a 
little self-gratulation on the improvement 
he had made in his master^s favour. 




. VOL. t. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Domestic dalliance-^Vnexpi^ted and unwelcome in- 
trusion — Consternation—A private interview ay'l 
a quarrel—The terrors of a great man — Thel^va- 
lour of a greater—Arguments agefinst honour — 
A challenge—More fears, and a little increase oj 
manliness. « 

About a raonth had elapsed since the 
affair of the riot in the streets of Tzcll;- 
and the little .domestic disturbance 
which, in consequence of that circum¬ 
stance, had taken place, had pretty jvell 
subsided, when the packet from^ Nar¬ 
cissus, tontaining the Idtter of intro¬ 
duction from the Duchess off Whelps, 
arrived. If had heen tossed for some 
weeks upon the ocean, and the Ijearcr of 
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it, at one tim«, was under no inconsi* 
derable apprehei^sions, as w.ell 'for his 
o\vii personal safety^ as that of his 
charge. TJje .gale, however*, had at 
.jfl^i>g.th subsided, and .the wonderfirf 
paclcet was placed in,the hands of the 
.eager duke. 


“ Now, Ernest/^ said the duchess, 
now for the fulfilment of your scheme. 
We have* nicked the old duchess—com¬ 
pletely bamboozled her into a conseJfT 
to our plan ; and we ha¥e nothing to do 
but to invent journies of pleasure, sure 
as we are of universal respect. 

Erncfet, I havp heard something about 
ypur fondness for the girls, and anoth^ 

sort of penchant which you have, and 

• ® ® # 

which is still more odious to me ; let 
me beg, that I may have^iy^groun*d for 
suspicions of your f^elity to me. Oon’t^ 
go about poaching wherever we stsSy/* 

K 2 
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The-duke, on this, to do away with 
the apprehensions of his wife, began 
most solcmrtly to swear that he had now 
rto wish 6n earth ungratified; that he 
considered himself the most happy''o*" 
all men, since he.had obtained his dear 
duchess, and had never once felt the 
slightest inclination to go asd:ray from 
bis duty; and he was (Confident that, for 
the future, he could pledge himself to 
the same line of conduct, without the 
least hesitation. As he concluded his 
promise, the duke gently leaned forward, 
and in a tone of unparalleled affection, 
gpleated his wife to give him credit for 
the truth of hi# declarations, swearina; 
that she was to him more beautiful and 
bewitching than the fabled houris. of 
Mahomet. 

^ Her highness fo.'>d it impossible to 
resist such a violent attack from the ar> 
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tillery of love; and to shew hergratitude 

for the eloquent ttnderness of her spouse^ 

she most readily bent forvvard to meet 

his embrace, when at this .’critical mS-. 

of m»itual happiness, when eacH 

was little dreaming of any thing in the 

•shape of interruption, the door suddenly 

flew open, and Duke Cantab stood be- 

« 

fore them. . 

Words would be totally inadequate to 
figure the confusion of the duke and 
duchess at this most ’unexpected in¬ 
trusion. They started back from each 
other’s arms, and both rising from their 
seats at the .same moment, began to 
siammeraii almost unintelligible apology, 
and to talk^ most inf olicreritly about the 
suddeiiyess of the pleasure, and their 
own unpreparedness to regeij^e their fra¬ 
ternal visitor. 
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This confusion of the astonished 
pair may^be attributed to some other 
cause than their situation at the in- 
sihrit of ‘ Duke Cantab’.s appearance; 
Mnd if the render will call to mind i!i; 
particulars of the secret which Narcissus, 
in a fit of extraordinary good humour, 
related to Mahouy, he will, doubtless, 
without much trouble, be enabled to 
fathom the principal source of the blush¬ 
ing, and stammering, and hfesitating, 
and so forth, which took place on this 
occasion. Dukw Cantab had certainly 
possessed a prior claim to the hand of 
the fair duchess; arid, in truth, matters 
had gone so far,•■that all the arrangcunents 
between their two families had been 


nearly brought to a conclusion, when 
Duke Ernest, unfortunately for the re- 

f % 

gularity of the proceeding, suddenly 
, stepped in, and, by;.»acans of his attract- 
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iveness of person, and the winning-volu¬ 
bility ot his tongue, put ius brother Can- 
tab • com plclely aside, and, In a most 

uncaValicrIv. mjinncr, popped* himSetlf 
^ * * * • 

.iffto .hi^ room.* 

It may easily be conjectured,^there- 
)»rc, that File visit of the injured brother 
was very lar froth pleasing, either to 
Duke Ernest or his duchess. The for¬ 
mer coultl not refrain from cal Ting to 
mind the unbrotherly manner in which' 
he Fiad frustrated his views of domestic 
felicity ; while the latter, feeling that 
she had in truth jilted her former ad- 
miref, after going to almost all ptssible 
lejpgths with him, could not for the soul 
of lier, muster up courage to look him 
in tlic face, or to bid her hypocritical 
tongue pronounce him welcome to* her 
lesidence. 
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Cantab himself, however, who had 
none of these sensatmns and recollec¬ 
tions of a self-acciisinp; nature, to ro- 
i^train him from intro(Jucjjig himself, 
made his bo\v with the utmost sa?'’ 

i 

froid, and without hesitation, twirling 
liis cane about in lus left hand, and as- 
Sliming the most easy and careless tore 
of voice imaginable, ^xclaimoJ—“ All, 
your highnesses, f am rvjoiced to sec 
you. Come, come, don't Ibok blue, 
inadam^ 1 have determined to adopt the 
old maxim, todbrget and forgive, as far 
as regards yourself. With my good bro¬ 
ther, however, I must have a few words 
in private, and if it will not be faking 
too great a liberty with your highnci^s, 
I would ask the op^ortuniiy.” 

Tlie duchess, rejoiced at tho means be¬ 
ing offered i.er ot c'^jiping without more 
adoi from the presence of one slxi had 
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certainly so much injured, replied faintly 
in the aflirinative,,and instantly m*ade the 
bes4 of her vvju to the door of the apart¬ 
ment, in spjte (jf the exclanijjtibns orh^ 
jjliifil^anil, >v JiO vainly rejteratfed— 
love/you know I have qo seer ts. 1 desire 
you will remain here and hear it qlh” 

Truth' to tell, the Duke felt himself 
very uneasy the moment his brother 
Cantab liitd made the request for a pri¬ 
vate interview; for he knew the lattrf * 
to Me of a most fiery atid determined 
temper, and doubted not, for a moment, 
that he was about to demand satisfac- ‘ 
tion, or, in other words, Jo compel him 
to^stand fire; and, as he was nothing of 
a fighting man? and had not an atom of 
tlie hero in his composition, he would 

fain have compromised the matter, and 

• * * 

made any sacrifice in tJie worlcf to avoid 
the uuQgcr of such an occurrence. The 
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duchess, however, had completely dis¬ 
appeared, and it was therefore necessary 
that he should meet the issue as well as 
he 'was able. 

4 

-I ‘ 

Brother/^ spid Duke Cantab, as 

4 

soon as he had closed the door, and 
• • 

drawn a chair close to that of Duke 
nest—“ Brother, although you have had 
but little consideration for the name, I 
am come for an explanation of your con¬ 
duct in wresting from me the female on 
whom I had purposed to bestow* my 
hand. You have assailed my happi- 
' ness, and now I come to seek the only 

remarning compensation.” >. 

< 

Compensation ! Compensation !*' 
cried DCike ErneU, cchding the last 
woYds of his brother's exclamation. 
“ Yes, yes, brotlj^ Cantab, I feel that 
I was not—that is, that I did not~that 
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IS—I could not—command''myself—be¬ 
ing struck—timt is, smitten by the 
charms of—of—dl”—My dear Brother—I 
’ Vtii truly aslianied—tliat is, Goncerned-^ 
jjpil by. way of coinpen^satidft, as you 
ljavo*becn so kind as to mention the 

word, I am v(3fy willing to make the 
• * 
^Umost iri^my power, whicli you know 

is but w,<;'ak—thi^relbre you have only 

to name the sum.” 


‘‘ Sum !** echoed Cantab—‘‘ Are yem' 
mad, Krnest ? Do you# think money 
can ever com[)ensate for the treasure of 
which vou have robbed me ?—Can mo-* 
ncy restore me to happiness ?—Czm mo- 
n^y heal the wounds of honour ?—Can 

mor^ey—d—n» me, can money make 

^ ^ ^ ® ' 

tne-?’* 


“ For God’s sak^. »my dear* Cantab,” ^ 
cried Puke Ernest in terrible agitatfbn; 
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“don’t put yourself iu a passion. Pray 
Jet u§' talk over this business coolly, 
and I ani' sure you \vill find me yery 
reasonable, and ready to do every thin;,' 

you can .A'ish from a brother—don’t he 

* ' • 1 >» ^ 

in a passion ' 

“ Talk of coolness to a man who 
broiling on a gridiron/’ exclaimed Can- 
tab. “ Talk of coolness to the devil; but 
don't talk of coolness to me. ,How can 
i be cool : didn’t you step in meanly, 
just as I was going to carry ofl thc pisize ? 
and didn’t you cheat me out of my 
hopes ? 

Oh yes, I did, indeed cried Duke 
Ernest, trembling most .violently frbiri 
head to foot; for he*began it) fear that he 
was in very imminent danger, mid deter¬ 
mined to tfy^the effect of a few soothing 
wo^ds—I did—ttlid ; and I am feady 
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to. confess that I was wrong, Ve.ry wrong ; 
and I will make you any apology in the 
world, brother ; afid 1 am sup^yoii will 
*iHpt be so unreasonable as tp-ask a<iy; 
t^ng beyond 


Bui I will bb unreasonable, as you 

Ernestvociferated Cantab. ‘‘I 

• • 

will have vengeariiCe. 1 am determined 
to cjuench my rancour in blood. I will 
have somcJ:hing beyond a})ology. Will 
apology be any atonement ? No, no ; yoM^ 
shall meet me as a man of honour.^* 


At these words Duke Ernest turned 
deadly^ pale. If is hopes of escape all 
took flight tog(^iher. IIis spirits sunk 
suf ^ nly, likq the mercury in a baro- 
Hie^er at thti approitch of •ar^ dreadful 
storiif: his hair rose on end ; pistols^ind 
bullets, and coffins and so forA, a long 
and Indeous train of ghostly images 
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flitted before his inind^s eye, and he 
would have given his dukedom, and his 
duchessHo boot, to have got clear out 
o£ the scrppe, without any injury. B/it 
perhaps,fc after all, this * timidity mi^ht 
not be the efVect of cowardice, ©r any 
fear of death, but the‘horror which ac-^ 
companied the idea of meeting a brotlv*?!' 
on such a gloomy busjiiess ; and as Duke 
Ernest had commenced reforming him-' 
self under the instructions Qt‘ his wife, 
Jie might have acquired a few lessons of 
a religious nature, and ha\ e newly grained 
some useful information tow'ards pre-. 
venting the stings, of conscience. What¬ 
ever .^might be the cause, the effect was 
tlie same : there w^as ^ most palpable 
convulsion of the whole system of DUke 
Ernest, which prevented l#im from mak¬ 
ing use of his tongue to give swi audible 
reply to Irfs vnother. 


• t 
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Duke Cantali, however, had no .scru¬ 
ples of conscience whatsoever. had 

come hither for thl avowed pifrpose of 
a%ngmg him^self upon Ernest, and he was* 
c^eripined not*to be diverted trom his. 
ohjeett* He accordingly raised his tone 

pf voice, and in a most peremptory rnan- 
• . # 
ntj, dcmarn^cd the cause of his brother’s 

hesitation,iidding—^“ have you carried off 

my Helen, and like Pans do \ou want 

courage to»retain her ?" 


Retain her!*' cxclairped Duke Er¬ 
nest, deriving a ray of hope from the idea 
that his brother after all only wanted the 
duchess.—Why, brother, as !• have 
begn so criminal—that is, so cruel to 
you,^ would it, restore you to good hu¬ 
mour and happiness* if 1 to give 

her ifp t(f you 


Dtike Cantab surveyed his brothe^fol• 
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a few minutes in silent wonder and indig¬ 
nation ; at length the latter found words 
—Is if‘possible,” sai(| he, “ that you 
can make* such a debasing,.preposal; nt 

t 0 

was thc^hiiit pnly thrown out as a. luN^? 
No, no; I am pot to be thus taken in. 


If 1 take the duchess, my bravo broth^ry 
I shall first of all do her the justice,^o 
put you out of the way. 1 am deter¬ 
mined to have satisfaction ; I have writ-' 
tenon this card the hour and the jilace 
where 1 shall be ready to receive you, 
and this 1 leav#?for your digestion. ^ But 
mark me, Ernest, if vou fail to coino at 
the time appointed, in every street and 
townr of }lan,dover will I post 'you as 
a coward—mind that'.** 


“ Butlslt not possible,*^ asked Ernest, 
caKi ng his courage to his aid ?o aiJdress 
Duke Cantab, before he could get out 
of the room ; “ is it not possible to com- 
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promise this matter ?—you know I do 
not love these extremities. Mi^ht we 
not explain matters in a friendly way ? I 
atV periectly,. n^i^dy to make* a piibfic* 

f t ^ 

.ajjliljlogv, any tifing you will he pleased 
todicttite, rather than endanger my bro- 
‘:her’s safety for such a trifle.’* 

• • 

“ Endaiger m;^ safety!” retorted 
‘Duke Cantab—‘‘ Did you hesitate to 
take away iny Irappiness, wliich to 
rntm, is iiiuo; precious than life ?” 

• I b'^y your pardon there, brother/* 
iiiterrurn* I Duke Ernest. “ I think 
noth in huiuan nature •is to be com- 
pal^>^l v’ith Ide ; and I am ready nnd vvil- 
ling U) surrend(T all^njy hapfiiness at 
your «iesire, rather than to put your 
existence in any thiiig like hijzard.” 

ri^ have no parleying, ^Err^est/’ 
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returned Cantab—“ It is a subject 
which will not bear it. You have stolen 

t 

niy intended wife; and it is my deter¬ 
mination to make her .a w^dow by 
niorrow night, or to leave you .in the 
possession of her without further mofes- 
tation from me. Look to the card/ 

r 

Ernest, and remember I sludl be pinYc- 
tual; and so must you, if you would 
escape the obloquy which will otherwise 
a'ivait you, and which, after all, may 
avail but very little to prevent me from 
pursuing my Vengeance in a more sum¬ 
mary way.” 

As he said these woyds, Duke Can- 
tab, without deigning another loo^V at 
his brother, violently opened the' door, 
aqd departed from the house, while the 
duchess^ who, from an adjoining apart¬ 
ment, had heard: tJie whole of the oon- 
versetion, and was not a little delisfhted 
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at\he thought of having a duel fought 
on heraccotint, entered at the opposite 
’while the| duke hastily sliuffled 
thAlatal card .inlq his pocket Jo avoid 

• • 

Xlic duchess approached the tablc,yand 
• surveyed it minutely, from one end 
to the others then tifrned over the papers 
which lay scattered about it, making 
every now nrtid then an exclamation 
surprize, while her • astonished and 
alarmed spouse' silently surveyed all 
her movements. At length she suddenly 
stopped short in her scaVch, and looking 
her husband full in the •face, efied, 
‘‘ VY^iat have you done with the card ?** 

stroke of lightning could not have 
"struck the duke more powejfiilly than 
did this simple question, What 
‘have yo» done with the card ?” ,He 
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Jookod am] coloured deeply, fumbled 
over some of the papers, as if seekiug 
it, and at length, w^itlda deep sigh, and 
a voice^ Scarcely articnlatv-^ replied,*- “ I 
don't know—Tlic card—card 
card, my dear Juchcjss ? Card—card— 
card—I don’t recollect what card.” ' 


“ Oh, don't you,” replied the .duch¬ 
ess, “ then I’ll tell you ; the card wliicli 
'"Contains the time and place, you under¬ 
stand me, eh, Ernest? Now is your 
time to shew your affcccion for me. You 
must go boldly, fire at three paces dis¬ 
tance, and you will establish your own 
character, and vindicate my honour. 
Come, come, you must look m^mly. 
Let’s have no more shiv^ning, but give 
me the card.” 

It was evident that she had heard all. 
The”c wjis consequently no hope for the 
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dime .\vhatd\'^er. With evident rekic- 
tance, therefore, he drew out the ob¬ 
noxious card, a|d without daring to 
sii-l\r his owi^ to rest upon it for 
4H^ir^stgnt; handtd it to Jtlic anxious 
^ductless* who instantly lyul aloud in a 

firm voice, read, “ Behind the IIjj>tcl 
« 

.i><?.'f,/i/raw!^ci;^to-morro\v morning, lialf 
an Uour bcldi’e sun-rise/* 


The duko^gavii a loud and deep groa»>v 

as^ he heard the fatal xt^ords, and faltor- 

» 

ingly declared, that he ef)uld not ro- 
c'oncile himseil’ to the horrirl idea of 
meetinij: a brother in cool blood for the 
purpose «)f committing minxUa’ adding, 
my love, don’t yoii* think I must stay 
at honu3 


i ‘‘ At home you may stay, .but not 
with me !” cried the gniiaged duchess— 
What^ refuse an honourable meeting? 
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Oh/^base wretch, unworthy of the nafne 
of man,- how tfnueh is your brother to 
be preferred ? Fool th#t I was hot^J:o 
have seeji his merits untib^his momeojt:""* 

The duke Ik vaii\ attempted to per¬ 
suade lu*r that it was the crime wliiich 
alarmed, not any personartt'ars ; buP'the 
duchess 
of wf>r( 

i.ighness uas finally compelfed to yield 
his reluctant..coiiscnt to preserve the 
anpoiniment, althcugh he inwardly 
vowed rather to submit to the most 
humiliating tcanns, tiian run tlic immi¬ 
nent hazard *he was eqmpelled to meet, 
and even were it needful, to prevcnt^fatal 
risk, he yosolvccl to fhrow awny his 
w^eapon, and refuse to entm* ipto the 
contest. Jl'hc duchess, however, who 
was a pretty ktieo observer of l\cr hus¬ 
band, read his waverings in Ihs conn- 


plied ht*r anger in s?uch a voiles 
) areoinpaiiK'd by tears, that his 
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t(^\CnJcs aiW plied him 'during the .day 
uith so many reproaahcsiof his want of 
courage, that bejpre the time of-'retiring 
to \;st, he ha;J ctt*termi!ied witliin him*'/ 
RQjJ^it iea^t to tvear the, appeafance .of 


intrepidity. 
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